
 
French Minister pays homage at War Memorial in Puducherry 

STAFF WRITER    1/19/2012 2:21:00 PM 
Puducherry, Jan 19 (PTI) French Minister of State for Overseas French Nationals Edouard Courtial 
today paid homage at the War Memorial maintained by the French Government here. 
Courtial, on a two-day visit to the former French colony, paid homage to the statue of 'Unknown 
Soldier' (Soldat Inconnu) at the memorial, built by the French in honour of the soldiers who lost 
their lives during the First World War. 
The visiting Minister, who was accompanied by French Ambassador to India Francois Richier and 
Consul General in Puducherry Pierre Fournier, later addressed a meeting held on the premises of 
`Foyer Du Soldat` (Society of former French military personnel). 
A two-minute silence was also observed in memory of the two French nationals who were killed in 
the December 30 last Thane cyclone that caused havoc in the Union Territory. 
 

 
French minister visits cyclone-hit French national in Pondy Puducherry 

STAFF WRITER    1/19/2012 12:35:00 AM 
Jan 18 (PTI) French Minister of State for overseas French nationals, Edouard Courtial, today 
visited cyclone Thane-affected families of French nationals here and in neighbouring Tamil 
Nadu village of Kottakuppam. 
Official sources said the French Minister was on a two day visit to meet French nationals who 
were affected by the December 30 cyclonic storm and to participate in some official functions. 
The Minister called on Chief Minister N Rangasamy who assured him that the government will 
ensure full protection to the French nationals. 
French Ambassador to India Francois Richier and French Consul General in Puducherry Pierre 
Fournier were also present. 
Edouard Courtial later told newsmen that he was pleased that there was vibrant solidarity and 
fraternity between France and Puducherry (a former French colony). 
He thanked the Chief Minister for his assurance that full protection would be given to the 
French nationals in Puducherry and also for expressing interest in promotion of tourism here 
with French collaboration. 
He would meet the Lt Governor Iqbal Singh and also address a meeting of students at the 
French Higher secondary school (Lycee Francais) tomorrow besides meeting French nationals. 
 

 
French Minister to meet cyclone hit 

STAFF WRITER    1/16/2012 11:38:00 AM 
Puducherry, Jan 16 (PTI) French Minister for Overseas French nationals Edouard Courtial will be 
on a two day visit to Puducherry from January 18. 



Courtial will call on Chief Minister N Rangasamy on Wednesday and visit the institutions run by 
the French government here. He would call on that day the French nationals who were 
affected by the cyclone, a release from the office of Consul General of France in Puducherry 
said today. 
 

 
French Minister to visit Pondy 

Puducherry | Monday, Jan 16 2012 IST 
Mr Edouard Courtial, French Minister for the country s overseas citizens, will reach Puducherry 
on January 18 on a two-day visit to the Union Territory. According to a release from the French 
Consulate here today, Mr Courtial will pay a courtesy visit to Chief Minister N Rangasamy on the 
evening of January 18 and visit French institutions and some French citizens affected by 
Cyclone Thane here . He will pay a courtesy call to Lt Governor Iqbal Singh on January 19 and 
meet members of the French Community before leaving Puducherry in the afternoon.  
 


