
Mrs. Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw: I am Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, Chairperson of Biocon. And on this 
Bastille Day, I would like to view the world through a very different lens because Covid has 
disrupted our lives like we never imagined. 
But today the French motto of Liberté, Egalité et Fraternité is so very relevant. We are seeking 
freedom from this viral disease. We also realise that every one of us the world over needs equal 
access to life saving healthcare, and finally, we need to come together in unity and brotherhood 
to fight this global pandemic. 
So let us celebrate this Bastille Day with these tenets in mind. 
And I would like to wish mes amis français "une Bonne Fete nationale". Merci. 
 
Mr. Mohandas Pai: Hi, I am Mohandas Pai, Chairman of Manipal Global Education. Greetings to all 
my French brothers and sisters around the world and my heartfelt wishes to you on this Bastille 
Day.  
France has shown to the world the foundation values of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, human 
values which are the bedrock of democracy in many countries. The French respect for individual 
rights and the initiatives to engage in various intellectual debates are admirable.  
I admire the French contribution to global peace and in making the world a better place. 
To me, personally, France is also a role model in the way we live, in the way we handle culture, 
and in the way we look at the higher aspects of life. 
France also has a great mathematical tradition, which makes it the perfect place for new start-ups 
in technology and to make sure that you can use technology to make innovation happen and 
make the world a better place. 
Indians and French should work together in architecting in a new post-Covid world. 
Wish you all the best on this Bastille Day. 
 
Mrs. Nirupama Rao: Namaste. Bonne Fête nationale to all our friends in France today. Long years 
ago, France gave us the values of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. You sounded the clarion call for 
freedom, for justice and for the rights of the oppressed everywhere. These are core values we 
treasure to this day. 
The friendship between India and France is strong and steadfast and enduring. And it is that 
friendship also that we celebrate today. 
France is a country that attracts us for many reasons: its scenic landscapes, the richness of its 
culture, you music, your arts, your writers who speak so eloquently about the comedy and the 
tragedy of the human condition. 
And of course Paris, that glorious global treasure that attracts you for its majesty and also its 
people friendliness that embraces you each time you visit. 
For all these reasons we celebrate your country and therefore once again allow me to extend my 
warmest and most sincere greetings to all of you. 
 
Mrs. Shoba Narayan: Bonjour, je suis Shoba Narayan. Je suis l'auteur du livre "La Laitiere de 
Bangalore" and I want to say from India "Bonne Fête Nationale.  
I love France: the philosophy of Liberté, Egalité and Fraternité, which are so important in today's 
world. But I also love French fashion, your perfumes and your wines. I would love to visit 
Bordeaux or Burgundy for a few weeks to learn about French wines, which are the best in the 
world.  
I have spent time in the south of France, in Grasse, enjoying your perfumes. I have written about 
French fashion for many publications. Not just the big brands like Hermes and Louis Vuitton, but 
also the small ones like Muana, Frapin and many perfume brands. 
I was an invited author to Salon du Livre; hopefully I can come. Until then, see you. 
 


