
Professor Philippe SANSONETTI holds the Chair of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases at Collège de 

France, Paris.  

Pr. Sansonetti is a microbiologist, Professor at the Pasteur Institute and the Collège de France in Paris. His 

research has mainly been focused on the understanding of several aspects of the pathogenesis of Shigella, an 

invasive bacterial pathogen that disrupts, invades and causes the inflammatory destruction of the 

human colonic mucosa. He has held several scientific positions at the French Institute of Health and Medical 

Research and at the World Health Organisation, and is the author of over 500 publications in peer-reviewed 

journals. He is a member of the French Academy of Sciences, a foreign member of the US National Academy 

of Sciences and of the Royal Society, as well as a Senior Foreign Member of the Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute. He is considered to be one of the founders of the cellular microbiology. 
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“The long way to developing  
a vaccine against Shigellosis” 

Abstract: According to most recent epidemilogical studies, shigellosis remains a premier etiology of severe 

enteric infections in children below 5 in the most impoverished areas of the planet. Hence, vaccination remains 

a priority. So far, rationally-attenuated vaccine candidates administered orally have shown promises regarding 

tolerance and immunogenicity. However, phase III efficacy trials are still missing to fully validate the concept. 

On the other hand, Shigella glycoconjugates have shown a true potential in a phase III trial conducted in 

Israel, although immunogenicity and protection were absent in children below the age of three. 

STOPENTERICS, a EU-funded consortium, is aimed at capitalizing on these data to provide novel paradigms 

of vaccine prevention against Shigella (and ETEC) infection. 

Collège de France, Paris, is committed to fundamental research and it teaches "knowledge in the making” in 

every field of literature, science and arts. Presently chaired by Serge Haroche, French Nobel Prize 2012 in 

Physics, the 500 years old French institution had Henry Bergson, Michel Foucault and Claude Lévi-Strauss among 

its professors. 
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