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Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
I will make a few preliminary remarks. Thereafter, my colleague and friend, the Indian Minister of 
External Affairs, will speak and you may ask us two or three questions. 
 
First of all, I would like to say how honoured and delighted I am today to receive the Indian 
Minister of External Affairs, Mr Salman Khurshid, for a visit that comes within less than three 
months after his appointment. 
 
The President of the French Republic will be receiving him tomorrow, which is a sign of the 
importance that we attach to our absolutely unique strategic partnership with the great democracy 
of India. 
 
We have together reviewed our bilateral relations. It is excellent and we have a series of projects 
for the future. We had a substantive and precise discussion, which reaffirmed the atmosphere of 
great trust and friendship between our two countries. 
 
India is a strategic partner for France. Our partnership is exceptional for its dynamism, its 
breadth, its balanced nature. It covers numerous areas. I will particularly mention energy, defence, 
space, security, the cultural, education, scientific fields. In all these areas, we work together and 
intend to work more closely together. 
 
The volume of our bilateral trade is considerable, but there is room for further growth; there is 
much potential. We are determined to encourage all movements, particularly economic ones, with 
both the presence of French companies in India, and Indian companies in France. 
 
With regard to people-to-people contacts, we particularly intend to stress on the presence in 
France of Indian students, who are warmly welcome. We wish to see their numbers rise. 
 
We have also reviewed our analysis on what is happening in this vast world, in the region around 
India and adjoining countries as well as the African continent, America and Europe. We have 
observed a great commonality of views on many counts. We are also united in the action for 
peace, in the action for development, and counter-terrorism, which is one of the major threats of 
the twenty-first century. 
 
In short, this has been an extremely useful, warm and friendly meeting, which augurs well for the 
relations between India and France. It will also help us prepare the upcoming visit of the 
President of the French Republic to India in excellent conditions. 
 
[…] 
 
I wish to echo the penultimate remark of my colleague and friend: France is an ardent supporter 
of India’s presence on the United Nations Security Council as a permanent member. India is a 
great country – it is even one of the greatest countries of the world. It is a democracy, which has 
achieved wonderful things on the scientific, technological fronts. This country plays a peaceful 



role in the world and we believe that India’s presence as a permanent member of the Security 
Council of the United Nations will confer stronger authority on this Council and we earnestly 
wish to see this reform made. 
 
Q – There has visibly been a delay in the contract for the sale of Rafales. Have you been able to make progress 
today on the 126 aircraft that are planned? 
A – We have indeed discussed this issue. The final decision lies with the Indian government, in 
its sovereignty. According to what my colleague and friend, the Indian minister, has reported to 
me, things are advancing well and I can reiterate the French government’s full and complete 
support with regard to the Rafale, an exceptional aircraft, which is giving full satisfaction to our 
armed forces and has proved its operational capabilities. 
 
[…] 
 
Q – Have you discussed about Afghanistan? I know that India has a non-military presence there, but takes 
extremely keen interest in this matter. Are you confident about the future after the NATO’s complete withdrawal? 
 
A – Yes, we have indeed discussed Afghanistan and I think that we have very similar analyses. 
Till recently, France was militarily present in Afghanistan, but you know that we have withdrawn 
our combat troops. We remain present for providing civilian aid and, at the same time, as we are 
attached to Afghanistan, we wish to do the utmost so that the future of this country is 
democratic and peaceful. It is here that the discussion with our Indian friends is very important 
because, given their influence, their geographic proximity, their analysis is absolutely decisive. We 
concurred on a twofold observation: firstly, the Afghans themselves must progress internally to 
reach a peaceful solution; and, secondly, regional powers, which include India, must find 
common grounds of agreement so that Afghanistan may develop peacefully. 
 
[…] 
 
Thank you very much. I will accompany my guest and friend back. I would like to sum up 
matters in the simplest manner by first expressing my thanks to my colleague and friend, the 
Indian Minister of External Affairs, and stating that this has been an excellent visit./. 


