
Discours de Catherine Suard, le 16 novembre 2019 à l’occasion des 10 ans de France 

Volontaires. 

Seul le prononcé fait foi. 

 

Dear Guests, Dear Aswathi, 

I am very pleased and honored to welcome you in this Residence of the French General 

Consulate in Pondicherry, on the evening of this very special day, the French Volunteer Day, la 

Journée du Volontariat Français (JVF). (I would have preferred to welcome you in the garden but 

the weather was too uncertain to take the risk of some rain disrupting our gathering). 

Why is it so important to celebrate together this special Day? 

For at least 3 main reasons: 

1 - Because this special Day is organized by France Volontaires, and marks its 10th 
anniversary! 

Created in 2009, on the bases of a former association, France Volontaires is resulting of a shared 

vision between associations involved in international solidarity, and public actors, in particular my 

Ministry, the French Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs.  

France Volontaires is the French platform for international voluntary exchanges and solidarity. 

It now has more than 50 members and is present in 23 countries through its network of Voluntary 

Spaces, among those one in India, meaning in Pondicherry. 

France Volontaires is an operating body of the French State, an instrument of its public 

international policy, and I am particularly pleased that France Volontaires India is settled here in 

Pondicherry, and since last year, in our premises.   

2 - Because this special Day is an occasion to celebrate the commitment of the volunteers 
and to mobilize us towards volunteering of tomorrow.  

Let me remind you that volunteer commitment has been recognized by the Secretary General of 

the United Nations as "a powerful and cross-cutting means of implementing the Sustainable 

Development Goals", at the crossroads of solidarity, economic development and citizenship. 

And no need to say that we need Today more than ever volunteer commitment in our changing 

world, facing major challenges such as environmental and climate stress; migrations fueled by the 



combined effects of conflicts, increasing poverty and climate change; social and professional 

inclusion in a world boasting some 2 billion people aged 10 to 24. 

This was the meaning of the conference patronized by our Minister M. Jean-Yves Le Drian last 

June in Paris “Vers le volontariat de demain” / towards volunteering of tomorrow. 

And I know you had today the occasion to debate on the ways and means to promote more 

committed societies, to ensure recognition of volunteerism, to develop cross-mobility and 

opportunities for partnership.   

3 – Because French (and not only French) Volunteers in India are part of our cooperation 
and policy to develop Indo-French relations. 

As you know these relations are currently experiencing a special momentum, driven by the 

intensity of our strategic dialogue, illustrated by various visits and talks at the highest level of both 

our nations. The most recent is the one of the Indian Minister of External Affairs, M. Jaishankar, 

who, few days ago, was in France, participating in the Paris Peace Forum. 

But how could be there a developed strategic dialogue without human exchanges, international 

mobility, and the mobilization on the ground of people, especially of the youth? The answer is 

simple: it cannot.  

Your contribution is essential. 

That’s why I am pleased to underline that you are more and more in number, and coming from 

more and more diverse origins (Today you are not only French, but also Indian, German and 

Norwegian).  

From January to November 2019, France Volontaires welcomed 167 volunteers in India: 

- 57 as Volunteers of International Solidarity, among them 12 in TN, Auroville, Kerala and 

Pondicherry 

- 110 as Volunteers of Civic Service, among them 65 in TN, Auroville, Kerala and 

Pondicherry. 

Volunteering is not a unilateral act; volunteering means a mutual, a common commitment 
from the volunteer and from the hosting organization, relying on confidence.  

Therefore I would like in conclusion to simply address my most sincere acknowledgements and 

thanks to all of you: Both Volunteers and Indian Hosting Organizations 



And, of course, to France Volontaires India, particularly to Aswathi without whom none of 
this would happen. Now it’s time to blow the candles and cut the cake for the 10th 
anniversary of France Volontaires. 


