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Dear Professor Thampi 
Dear Mr. Fortuné and Mr. Flonneau,  
Dear French and Indian companies’ representatives,  
Dear Students who have been selected to participate in the first exchange 
 
As a preamble, let me remind you that:  
 
Due to our common history, a large number of Indian students are converging on 
Pondicherry to benefit from a window on France (as Nehru said). Behind Pondicherry, it is 
our ambition to make France a privileged destination for all Indian students that is at stake. 
 
In the last 5 years, France has already seen the number of Indian students increase by 
130%. The President of French Republic, Emmanuel Macron has set us a target of 10, 000 
Indian students in France each year by 2020. And since we achieved it, the target is now 
set for 20 000 Indian students in France each year by 2025! 
 
During President Macron's first visit to India, in March 2018, a governmental framework 
agreement has been signed, which stipulates that both countries now recognize one 
another’s diplomas, which encourages student mobility.  
This takes our countries relationship further as France is the only country with which India 
has signed such diploma recognition. 
 
With 38 universities, Grandes Ecoles and specialized schools present this year, the Choose 
France Tour of Chennai which took place last week was a great success. This itinerant 
exhibition within 10 cities sees the growing interest of students in France. It welcomed more 
than 600 students for this edition of Chennai. 
 
In this framework, you will understand that the establishment of this first bilingual English-
French double degree is of the utmost importance to us. 
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And this for two major reasons: 
 
Firstly, it strengthens the link between one of our most prestigious French universities – 
Paris La Sorbonne and the nonetheless prestigious university of Pondicherry, and by 
extension with the whole of India. 
 
This agreement, which is a model of supervised, chosen, dual-diploma mobility, will 
contribute to this in a very symbolic and decisive way. It responds to a need expressed by 
French companies for bilingual French-English and bicultural training of management 
professionals. 
 
In addition to provide the opportunity for young French-speaking Indians, particularly 
Pondicherryians, to pursue their studies in France, it opens up training that offers prospects 
in both countries. 
 
This double degree, as you will have understood, although it mobilizes the teams of both 
universities, could not exist without the support of companies, and I would like to thank and 
congratulate those who committed themselves to this program when it was created, namely 
BNP Paribas and Michelin. 
 
The second reason why this agreement is so important lies in its very own purpose.   
 
It is, as I have already pointed out, the first Indo-French double degree in economic and 
social administration.   
 
It says a lot about the vitality of our economic relations and should contribute a great deal to 
that.  
 
There are more than 600 French companies in India - that is 15 billion euros of trade and 
350,000 jobs in India.  
 
It responds to the permanent need for a workforce of young French or Indian graduates, 
with a bilingual French-English background and multidisciplinary training, capable of 
understanding our two institutional, administrative and managerial cultures.  
 
This is a considerable asset for our companies in India as well as in France. 
 
The fact that this partnership is taking shape in Pondicherry is obviously significant. The 
French language rhymes with culture and knowledge, but also with employability.  
 
In the South of India and in particular in Tamil Nadu, where nearly 140 of our companies are 
settled, students from Pondicherry are often sought after for their language skills.  
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Enabling them to acquire new skills, to experience working in companies during their 
studies, greatly enhances their expertise and value in one of the most dynamic and 
competitive labor markets in India.  
 
I would therefore like to thank once again the business representatives present here for their 
interest in this training and for the partnerships they may envisage with Paris 1 Panthéon 
Sorbonne and the University of Pondicherry. 
 
I therefore wish this double degree all the success it deserves and congratulate the students 
who are among us today but also those who will continue to benefit from it in increasing 
numbers. 
 
Thank you  
 
 
 
 


