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(en français et en anglais) 

D'abord quelques mots en français. Je suis extrêmement heureux et honoré d'être ici pour la 
première visite d'un ministre européen depuis les élections. Je suis reconnaissant au 
gouvernement indien de m'accueillir dans ces conditions avec autant de gentillesse et de 
chaleur. Ceci est évidemment lié à la qualité des relations entre l'Inde et la France et je 
définirai ces relations en disant «confiance» et «partenariat». 

I am very happy to be here, and to be the first European minister to come here after the 
election. I would like to thank very warmly the Indian governement for its very warm 
welcome and it bears testimony to the quality of the relationship between India and France, 
and I think we can summarise this relationship by two words, «trust» and «partnership». 

I just had fruitful consultations with the minister of external affairs and in a few minutes I will 
go to the ministry of finance and defence for consultations with Mr Jaitley, and I will be 
received by Prime minister Modi tomorrow. And, meanwhile, I will have a series of contacts 
both with the business community, the economic community and I will also be given the 
opportunity to meet with the secretary of State in charge of environment. 

I will convey to PM Modi an invitation on behalf of french president, Mr Hollande, for an 
official visit as early as possible, and possibly in september if Prime minister Modi goes to 
New York for the UNGA, or on his way back. 

This morning I assured my counterpart, the minister of foreign affairs, of the deep friendship 
of the French people for the Indian people. Both our countries are proud of our sovereignty 
and both of us are committed to the same democratic values, and I would like to reaffirm the 
confidence and mutual respect between our two countries. 

France has high ambition for this partnership. My contacts today confirmed that this ambition 
is shared by the new Indian government. Now we have to build this relationship together 
through concrete realisations. Close cooperation has developed within what we call the 
strategic partnership - which, by the way, was concluded with the BJP at that time - and I 
remember the contacts I had with Prime minister Vajpayee concerning cutting-edge 
technologies in particularly the armament, civil nuclear, space industries. Concerning space 
cooperation, I am particularly pleased to visit India on the very day when for the second time 
a French satellite is put into orbit by an Indian launcher, marking the 50th anniversary of our 
space cooperation. But I also wanted to visit India because this partnership needs to grow, 
particularly in the economic area. I think our relations can still progress to reach their true 
potential. We already do a lot. French companies - I don't know if you know these figures - 
are very present in India and have invested more than 18 billion USD. But our bilateral trade 
remains behind its potential. The potential is particularly huge in infrastructures, urban 
development, transportation, food and beverages, health industries. In this period, you may 
know that I have appointed a businessman, Mr Paul Hermelin, who is the CEO of CapGemini 
and who has a lot of workers in Bangalore, as my Special Envoy, to give an impulsion to our 
economic relationship. 



Tonight, I will chair a ceremony for new Indian students going to France. Several agreements 
will be signed between French and Indian higher education establishments. Here, too, France 
is pleased to receive increasing numbers of Indian students, and we are willing to welcome 
even more of them in the near future. I am also pleased that more and more French students 
are travelling to India. 

I would like also to emphasise the development of tourism between our two countries. This is 
a shared priority and I am happy to announce that France has decided to put in place by 1st 
January 2015 new visa issuing procedures to ensure now delivery to Indian citizens within 
less than 48 hours. This is an important step to strengthen tourism and also, above all, to 
facilitate human exchanges between our two peoples. Indian visitors - whether they are 
tourists, students, investors, or artists - are most welcome in France and we shall do our 
utmost to make them feel at home. 

I know that he wants to move ahead not because the international ask for it but because he 
knows this is challenge for India as well as the rest of the world. And I am accompanied by 
ambassador Tubiana, who is specialist of these problems and who precisely will prepare this 
2015 Paris Climate Conference. We count on Prime minister's Modi strong leadership to 
facilitate a success in Paris and we are also working on the ground together to help India cope 
this challenge. In this period, I am happy to announce that France will be proposing a credit 
line of 1 billion euros over the next 3 years for sustainable infrastructures and urban 
development in India through the French development agency. 

My visit to India and the relationships between India and France can therefore be summarized 
by two key words: trust and partnership. And I am now prepared to take your questions. 

We should have, maybe, two series of questions and then we must have some time because I 
want to show you the application which has been coined to develop tourism of Indian citizens 
in France, and then I will have to leave you and to pay visit to M. Jaitley, minister of finance 
and defence. I am now prepared for your questions. 

Q - Maybe you were prepared to this question, but what about the Rafale deal? 

A - I was not prepared to these questions and I would say to you that the discussion is in a 
very positive way and that we are very confident in the final. And I would like to remind you 
of the main evidence of the very important contract because it will have consequences during 
the next thirty years. The idea is this one : India is an independent country. India wants to 
have equipments./. 

 


