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S.H. Raza 
(1922-2016)
15 February – 15 May 2023
Galerie 4
Curators : 
Catherine David, conservatrice générale des Musées de France
Diane Toubert, archivist at the Bibliothèque Kandinsky, Mnam-Cci

The Centre Pompidou presents the first monograph of the work of the Indian artist 
Sayed Haider Raza (1922 – 2016) in France, where he lived and worked from 1950 to 2011.
With nearly one hundred paintings, this presentation will follow the formal and conceptual 
developments of a modern oeuvre that exemplifies transcultural dynamics and their challenges 
in 20th century art.

Sayed Hader Raza's years of training in India illustrate the effervescent artistic and political 
climate of 1940s Bombay (Mumbai) in an economic context marked by the porosity between 
commercial activity and artistic research, and the opening of the first modern art galleries. 
Distinctly different from the nationalist aesthetic canons of the Bengal School, the training 
Raza received at the Sir J.J. School of Arts focused renewed attention on the forms of classical 
Indian art. The formal experimentation of the Progressive Artists Group (P.A.G.), of which Raza 
was a founding member in 1947, outlines the contours of a generation of cosmopolitan artists 
determined to invent and showcase new forms of expression.

Having moved to Paris in 1950, Raza dedicated his formal research to a geometric rendition 
of landscape in an expressive manner that is simultaneously reminiscent of Bernard Buffet, 
Van Gogh, Gauguin and Francis Newton Souza, a fellow member of the P.A.G. whom he encountered 
again in Paris. He met gallerist Lara Vincy, who represented him as early as 1955 and worked 
steadily to promote his recognition. The change to oil, worked with a painting knife, brought 
him closer to the painters of the "School of Paris", earning him early successes with the 
Parisian artistic milieu, which awarded him the Prix de la Critique in 1956, followed by many 
international exhibitions.
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Punjab, 1969, Acrylic on canvas
Piramal Museum of Art, Mumbai  
DR
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The principles of the two-dimensional, fragmented composition of Rajasthani miniatures 
(17th-19th century) enabled Raza to bridge the gap that separated him from abstraction. During a stay 
in the United States in 1962, he encountered American Expressionism (notably Hans Hofmann, 
Sam Francis and Mark Rothko). Raza integrated into his compositions the thematic elements 
derived from his unique relationship with the land, the subject of a series of major canvases 
begun in 1975, and nurtured his practice with references to poetry, classical music (ragas) and 
Indian spirituality (bindus, nagas, kundalini).

The stages marking the development of Raza's oeuvre are presented in chronological order in the 
exhibition, providing reference points for understanding the complexity of the Indian modern project 
from the 1950s to the 1990s, and the issues defining the globalised space of contemporary creation.

Around the exhibition

February 13, 7.00 pm in Cinema 1
The Planetarium cycle is dedicated to questioning the mutations of our contemporary planetary 
space by combining the views of the social sciences and the visual arts, with the participation of 
Homi Bhabha.

February 15, 7.00 pm, Petite Salle,
Le Mensuel is the Spoken Word review of current events at the Centre Pompidou, its goal being 
an in-depth interrogation of the issues in the fields and works covered. This edition is dedicated to 
the work of Raza, with the participation of Homi Bhabha.

Event in the Museum

February 17 2023 in the Petite salle
A study day dedicated to "S.H. Raza and his time", followed by a projection of the film Kekee 
Manzil, House of Art by Behroze Gandhy and Dilesh Korya, in the presence of the filmmakers.

April 3 2023 - in Cinema 2
Projection of the film S.H. Raza: The Very Essence, by Laurent Brégeat.

The exhibition enjoys the support of the Raza Foundation and its partners


