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bibliofrance is a rights catalogue of the French publications containing major and important titles including latest publications relevant to Indian 
readership. This tailor-made digital issue is specially destined to publishers of Indian languages including English.  
 
 
Dr Judith Oriol, Book Attachée  judith.oriol@diplomatie.gouv.fr 
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Title: Opium Poppy 
Author: Hubert Haddad 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Zulma 
Date of Publication: August 2011 
Number of Pages: 172 pages 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Amélie Louat: amelie.louat@zulma.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

Opium Poppy is primarily the story of an Afghan child, Alam. Arrived in France all by himself, Alam neither plays nor 

smiles. A child soldier, victim of adult barbarity, Alam is travelling the world in search of freedom. 

“Again and again, they asked him his name. The first time, they chanted all the first names that began with the letter A. 
For no particular reason, they stopped at Alam. To please them, he repeated the two syllables after them. That was 
right at the beginning, in Paris. He had just been caught on a station platform, after getting off a train …” 
As the child-hunt advances, Alam’s story emerges. The story of a little Afghan peasant boy, torn between war and the 
opium traffic, between intimidation and his desire to learn, between his admiration for a madcap brother and his 
hopeless love for an all too pretty neighbour… A fast-moving, enthralling novel that also surprises. Casting light on the 
tragedy of child-soldiers, the author of Opium Poppy seems to be asking us an incisive yet moving question, “Who 
would dare adopt the young Taliban?” This story of every imaginable hardship, in the same honourable vein as 
Palestine, will leave the reader disoriented and deeply troubled.  

 

 
©Sophie Bassouls 

 
Born in Tunis in 1947, Hubert Haddad has not forgotten his Jewish and Berber origins. He was raised in Paris and 
published his first book of poems at the age of twenty. In his work, which includes more than fifty novels, plays and 
essays, he explores the behaviour of human beings in extremis.  
Hubert Haddad has published several books with Zulma, among them are Palestine, Prix des Cinq Continents de la 
Francophonie 2008, Prix Renaudot Poche 2009 that sold more than 60 000 copies. 
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Title: Le Mystère Sherlock / The Sherlock Holmes Mystery 
Author: J. M. Erre 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Buchet Chastel (Libella group) 
Date of Publication: February 2012 
Number of Pages: 336 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Christine Legrand: christine.legrand@libella.fr ; chistine.legrand@buchet-chastel.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

 

Meiringen, Switzerland. The firefighters are clearing the rubble to get into the Baker Street Hotel. Charming and 
isolated, it had been cut off from the world for three days because of an avalanche. Still, no one was expecting what 
they found when they finally got inside: behind the blocked door, the bodies of 10 academics have been neatly placed 
inside the hotel’s refrigerators. They had all been invited by the eminent Professor Bobo to a conference about 
Sherlock Holmes. More than just a conference, at the end of it, Professor Bobo was supposed to designate one of the 
participants as the first holder of the Holmeseology Chair at the Sorbonne. It is the kind of job academics would die – or 
kill? – for. Le Mystère Sherlock is an ideal antidote to the doldrums. The ten Holmes lovers, like so many fans, are 
somewhat eccentric. Add in the fact that they are academics, like the author, and you get a caustically true portrait of 
that microcosm. An offbeat tribute to both Sherlock Holmes and Agatha Christie, this “locked room” mystery will 
entertainingly lead readers to consider the impact of fiction on real life. 

 

 
© Philippe Matsas / Opale / 

Editions Buchet Chastel 

 
J.M. Erre was born in 1971 and lives in Montpellier, France. He is teaching French in a high school in southern France. 
So far he has published four novels.  

 



105105105 

 

 6 

 

Title: Le Baby-Sitter / The Baby-Sitter 
Author: Jean Philippe Blondel 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Buchet Chastel (Libella group) 
Date of Publication: January 2010 
Number of Pages: 288 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Christine Legrand: christine.legrand@libella.fr ; chistine.legrand@buchet-chastel.fr 
Rights available for: English and all Indian languages except Malayalam 
 

 

 

Alex is broke. As a student, it’s hard to make ends meet… Until one day he has a great idea: babysitting! It must be 
possible for males to be a babysitter, right? It looks like it. Alex is even pretty successful. Maybe people find his height 
at 6’4” reassuring. Isn’t reassurance what parents look for in the person to whom they entrust their children? Unless 
the parents are the ones that really need attention, “babysitting” and more? Alex gradually turns into a confidante, 
friend, lover and mentor. He learns to see deep inside the adults, who are all hiding wounds: isn’t life itself an endless 
drama that still needs to be lived with a sense of humour? The Babysitter is an exceptionally sensitive and up-beat 
novel. Readers will feel close to the characters and situations, which are firmly rooted in real and everyday life. The 
interwoven, captivating stories are theirs, too. Over the course of greater and lesser dramas, Alex contributes to 
revealing the secrets of those around him, right up to the very poetical last scene, in which a dream comes true. 

 

 
© John Foley 

 
Jean-Philippe Blondel, 43 years old, has been teaching English at Lycée de Sainte-Savine (Aube, France) for 20 years. 
His first novel, Direct Access to the Beach (2003) won the Initiales Bookstore Award. Since then, he has had several 
books published by Editions Buchet Chastel (including G 229 and Et rester vivant). 
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Title: Royal Romance 
Author: François Weyergans 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Robert Laffont 
Date of Publication: February 2012 
Number of Pages: 206 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Benita Edzard: bedzard@robert-laffont.fr / bedzard@hotmail.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

The newest novel from the Goncourt prize winning author of Trois jours chez ma mère. Fifty-something Daniel Flamm 
lives in Paris with his wife and two children. While on a trip to Montreal, he unexpectedly falls in love with a fledgling 
actress named Justine. The attraction is immediate and reciprocal. In other words, love at first sight. So begins an affair 
that is as passionate as it is fleeting. How can one fight against what is fleeting? Justine is funny, insolent and inventive. 
It’s her narcissism that seduces Daniel. When he leaves Montreal, they both know that their affair will not soon be 
forgotten. As the years pass, they write, phone and even see each other from time to time, reinforcing the fragile bond 
that unites them. Their constant communication allows them to think that their love does not weaken even as they 
lead separate lives. In an unexpected turn of events, Justine moves to Paris and Daniel leaves for Strasbourg to stay 
with his sister. Justine and Daniel love each other but avoid one another. Is it because they lack the courage or is the 
reality of their love weaker than the fantasy? They understand that as time passes, their joy turns to melancholy. Like in 
all great love stories, unhappiness reigns. They learn that love only survives in this strange place we call memory. 
 

 

              

 
© Jeff Hargrove 

 

François Weyergans is the only author to have won the prix Renaudot and the prix Goncourt. He was elected into the 
Académie française in March 2009. Some of this other works include Le Pitre (1973), Macaire le Copte (1981), La Vie 
d’un bébé (1986), La Démence du boxeur (prix Renaudot, 1992) and Franz et François (1997). 
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Title: Une bonne raison de se tuer / A Good Reason to Kill Oneself 
Author: Philippe Besson 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Julliard (Robert Laffont Group) 
Date of Publication: January 2012 
Number of Pages: 336 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Benita Edzard: bedzard@robert-laffont.fr / bedzard@hotmail.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

Laura has decided to kill herself today. At 45, she’s a divorced waitress with two sons who seem to pay her no 
attention. Samuel’s day is not much brighter. His seventeen year-old son Paul recently committed suicide and the 
funeral is to take place today. It is November 4, 2008. While the rest of America is teeming with the excitement of 
change in the air at the prospect of an Obama presidency, Laura and Samuel lead their quiet lives in desperation. 
How can they both escape the merciless unravelling of the day? Will Samuel be able to overcome his sadness, if only 
just to make it through the memorial service? And what can he make of his son’s action, one as appalling as it is 
inexplicable? As for Laura, nobody will mourn her death: neither her ex-husband who moved on with his life nor her 
indifferent sons. Samuel and Laura are complete strangers but have so much in common. Their paths will cross 
incidentally, at dusk, but their destinies have already been written. Besson’s Une bonne raison de se tuer is a novel of 
modern melancholy that explores the emptiness contemporary society can make us feel. 
 

 

 
© S.Gizard 

 
Philippe Besson has published with Julliard Son Frère which was adapted for the cinema, Un homme accidentel, En 
l’absence des hommes, L’Arrière-saison, Un instant d’abandon among others. 
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Title: Loin des mosquées / Far Away From the Mosques 
Author: Armel Job 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Robert Laffont 
Date of Publication: February 2012 
Number of Pages: 276 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Benita Edzard : bedzard@robert-laffont.fr / bedzard@hotmail.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

Evren, a Turk raised in Belgium, completes his studies in Cologne. He is a chaste and unattractive 21-year-old who falls 
in love with his cousin, the beautiful and sensual Derya. Once back in Belgium, he tells his family that he is going to 
marry Derya. A familial delegation thus travels to Germany to ask the girl’s hand in marriage. But things don’t turn out 
exactly as planned: Derya rejects Evren. Evren’s parents, humiliated by this flat refusal, seek another woman for their 
son. They choose Yasemin, a 16-year-old Anatolian peasant whom Evren hardly knows. The marriage takes place and 
the young couple slowly learns to live together. That is, until the day Derya unexpectedly shows up in Belgium. What 
secret is Derya keeping? Who is Evren, this obedient and gawky young man, really? What dangerous game is Yasemin 
playing? What roles do Evren’s neighbors play? 
Through a story of arranged marriages, Armel Job delivers a subtle moral tale about the courageous struggle led by 
women in order to have the right to dignity, equality and liberty.  

 

 
© Philippe Matsas / Opale 

 

Armel Job taught classical languages before becoming an author. Most of his literary works are published by Editions 
Robert Laffont.  
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Title: Les Désorientés / The Lost 
Author: Amin Maalouf 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Grasset 
Date of Publication: September 2012 
Number of Pages: 544 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Heidi Warneke: hwarneke@grasset.fr and Ms Pauline Perrignon: pperrignon@grasset.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages. English rights under option in UK 
 

 

Adam is a much-admired historian. He is living in exile in Paris, far from the homeland that he fled twenty-five years ago. He 
has fought long and hard to forget his childhood memories, but one night, one phone call, is all it takes to bring them rushing 
back. Mourad, his closest childhood friend, is dying. His final wish is to see Adam and heal the rift that arose between them 
following an argument decades ago. Adam immediately throws a few clothes in a suitcase and takes the first flight out. A few 
hours later, he is back home after decades of absence. The milk-white mountains of his homeland are unchanged. Adam 
rediscovers the people and places he loved, and yet he had chosen to leave without a backward glance when he went into 
exile. Gradually, his past catches up with him: he remembers his old friends and sparring partners Naïm, Bilal, Albert, and 
Ramez; he remembers the war that tore them apart. Adam takes lodgings with Sémiramis, drawn by her beauty, while taking 
stock of the past. What has become of his childhood friends? One is a moderate Muslim, another engineer turned monk; the 
third is a successful businessman, while the fourth has become a corrupt politician. They have all taken different paths in life, 
and some have blood on their hands. But who is Adam to judge? Were his choices any wiser? Was exile a luxury that allowed 
him to remain aloof from the difficulties his friends had no choice but to face? Adam learns that courage is not always to be 
found where he thinks it is. Life, love, and friendship, ideals and compromises, politics, desire and betrayal – Adam can no 
longer avoid staring these issues in the face, having averted his gaze for quarter of a century. 

 

 
© Jérôme Bonnet 

Amin Maalouf was born in 1949. His novels include Le Rocher de Tanios (Prix Goncourt 1993), Le périple de Baldassare (2000), 
and Origines (2004); he has also published works of non-fiction including Les Identités meurtrières (1998) and Le Dérèglement 
du monde (2009). His work has been translated all over the world and he has long been hailed as a major international literary 
voice. He was granted the prestigious Prince of Asturias Award for Literature in 2010. In June 2011, Amin Maalouf was elected 
to join the venerable Académie Française (French Academy).  
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Title: La commissaire n’aime point les vers / The Commissioner Doesn't Like Poetry 

Author: Georges Flipo 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Editions de la Table Ronde 
Date of Publication: February 2010 
Number of Pages: 304 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Anna Vateva: a.vateva@editionslatableronde.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages. English rights licensed to Felony & Mayhem (US)  
 

 

 

Commissioner Viviane Lancier is definitely not the poet type, and yet she is condemned to grow a passion for 
Baudelaire: a torrid sonnet, supposed to be composed by him, turns into a serial killer as everyone who approaches it 
ends up in the morgue. With the ingenuous Lieutenant Monot at her side, Viviane dives into an investigation where the 
dead, the living and even ghosts seem to defy her. Written in a vivacious and amusing style, this detective novel is also 
a caustic satire of media and power in today’s society. 

 

 
© All rights reserved 

 
 

 
 
Georges Flipo became well-known as the writer of the programme “Les Petits Polars” at Radio France. He is the author 
of six books among which Qui comme Ulysse (Anne Carrière, 2008) and Le film va faire un malheur (Le Castor astral, 
2009). 
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Title: La commissaire n’a point l’esprit club / The Commissioner Doesn't Feel the Club Spirit 
Author: Georges Flipo 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Editions de la Table Ronde 
Date of Publication: March 2011 
Number of Pages: 288 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Anna Vateva: a.vateva@editionslatableronde.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

 
In a holiday club on Rhodes island, Bastille Day ended very sadly. The hanged effigie disguised as a king, around which 
the holiday makers danced all night and which they punched with a stick wasn't a doll, but the village's chief. 
Commissioner Viviane Lancier is in charge of the investigation. She's thrilled to team up with Lieutenant Monot. 
Unfortunately, she leaves for Greece with Lieutenant Willy Cruyff, a young and athletic hunk. As if this wasn't enough, 
the Turkish gardener, the village chief's wife and the coordinator are murdered. The commissioner soon ends up being 
the next target. In this new investigation, everything is against Viviane: the witnesses' ill-will, the sweltering heat but 
also the dessert buffet, almost as tempting as the Apollo-shaped new lieutenant... 

 

 
© All rights reserved 

 
 
Georges Flipo became well-known as the writer of the programme “Les Petits Polars” at Radio France. He is the author 
of six books among which are Qui comme Ulysse (Anne Carrière, 2008) and Le film va faire un malheur (Le Castor astral, 
2009). 
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Title: La Reine des cipayes / The Queen of Sepoys 
Author: Catherine Clément 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Le Seuil 
Date of Publication: April 2012 
Number of Pages: 396 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Martine Heissat: mheissat@seuil.com and Ms Jennie Dorny: jdorny@seuil.com  
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

She died on her horse: dressed in men’s clothes, reins in her teeth, a sword in each hand and pearls around her neck. 
Shot down with a bullet in her back. Her enemies, the English, called her Jezebel or Joan of Arc. This took place in India 
in the middle of the 19th century when the dark skins warred against their white masters. Too many humiliations, too 
many dethroned rajahs, too much exploitation, too many vexations, always for trade… One day everything exploded. 
An insurrection was born, perhaps inevitable. It found its leaders, and among them, this woman. A thirty year-old 
widow and an outstanding warrior, she was the only war chief to die in battle. And when she was killed, everything 
stopped. India ceased to be free. The war for independence had lasted two years, two terrible years made up of 
victories and massacres. Manu, nicknamed “the darling”, was queen of Jhansi, and to this day, Indian children still learn 
the song that celebrates her glory. 

 

 
© All rights reserved 

 

 
 
Catherine Clément has written around fifty books: novels, essays, Memoires, poetry... Besides Le Voyage de Théo 
(Seuil), her bestseller was Pour l'amour de l'Inde (Flammarion, 1994), a country she knows very well as she lived there 
during ten years. 
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Title: La Barbare / The Barbarian Woman 

Author: Katherine Pancol 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Le Seuil 
Date of Publication: May 1981 
Number of Pages: 240 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Martine Heissat: mheissat@seuil.com and Ms Jennie Dorny: jdorny@seuil.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 
 

 

 
 
She dreamed of storms and absoluteness. At twenty one years old, Anne is imprisoned in a golden marriage and 
squanders her days in adventures without passion. Everything saddens and bores her. Could life really be like this, a 
crossing as a sleepwalker?  One day she receives a telegram from Morocco announcing her father’s death. Her life 
shatters… She will never be the same again.  

 

 
 
 
 
Born in Casablanca (Morocco) in 1949, Katherine Pancol published her first novels at Seuil, among which are Moi 
d’abord, Scarlett si possible, Les hommes cruels ne courent pas les rues and Vu de l’extérieur. 
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Title: Vu de l’extérieur / Seen From Outside 
Author: Katherine Pancol 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Le Seuil 
Date of Publication: April 1993 
Number of Pages: 336 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Martine Heissat: mheissat@seuil.com and Ms Jennie Dorny: jdorny@seuil.com  
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 
 

 

 

It is at this moment that I married André. He was handsome… Sometimes when he slept, I opened my eyes and 
watched him. I asked myself:  so, how do you find him?  Perfect. Nice, honest, loyal, hard-working, intelligent and 
accepted by all. And this perfection reassured me, gave me an identity. Seen from the outside, I was a girl who had won 
everything… 
 
 
 
 
 
Born in Casablanca (Morocco) in 1949, Katherine Pancol published her first novels at Seuil, among which are Moi 
d’abord, Scarlett si possible, Les hommes cruels ne courent pas les rues and Vu de l’extérieur. 
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Title: Parias / Pariahs 

Author: Pascal Bruckner 

Publisher/Rights Holder: Le Seuil 
Date of Publication: 1985 
Number of Pages: 400 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Martine Heissat: mheissat@seuil.com and Ms Jennie Dorny: jdorny@seuil.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

 

A young French civil servant leaves for a mission in India, the land where every birth is marked by death, and soon finds 
himself torn between his fascination for this country and his incapacity to understand it. Among all the people he 
meets, none will emerge unharmed from the confrontation. Among them, in particular, a cynical and brilliant American 
agricultural engineer captivates him because of the monstrous project which inhabits him. But the real subject of Parias 
is obviously India: “Mother India”. An imaginary India, fantastical as much as real, loved as much as hated, and whose 
excess and misery never erase the magical, nearly marvellous seduction it exercises on foreigners.  

 

 
 
 
Born in 1948, Pascal Bruckner has written many novels and essays, among which are La Tentation de l’innocence (Prix 
Médicis Essai, 1995) and Les Voleurs de beauté (prix Renaudot 1997). He is also the author of Lunes de fiel and co-writer 
of La Plus Belle Histoire de l’amour (Seuil). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



105105105 

 

 17 

 

Title: Les Dolce. La route des magiciens. Tome 1 / The Dolces: Road of the Magicians. Volume 1 (Volume 2: Les Dolce. Les cinq secrets, to be published in 
November 2012)  
Author: Frédéric Petitjean 

Publisher/Rights Holder: Don Quichotte (Le Seuil Group) 
Date of Publication: November 2011 
Number of Pages: 540 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Martine Heissat: mheissat@seuil.com and Ms Jennie Dorny: jdorny@seuil.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

New York, 2011. Heading a financial and real estate trust intent on taking over the undergrounds of the planet, a group 
of sorcerers develop an ideology that would institute a golden age for the exclusive use of elite.  This ruthless project 
supposes enslaving ordinary humanity. The latter, distracted by technology and frantic consumption, is far from 
guessing the looming threat. And anyway, what weapons could ordinary humans possibly use against sorcerers? Only 
very specific beings are powerful enough to oppose Foundation 18’s dark design:  these are the magicians whose 
existence dates back to the dawn of time. Persecuted by sorcerers for centuries, there is only a handful remaining 
throughout the world. Five to be exact. A family: the Dolces. For years, they have attempted to blend into the 
background, living in a run-down house in Brooklyn. In fact, they would still be unaware of the planetary stakes 
involved in their very existence if not for the carelessness of one of their family members. With the sorcerers now hot 
on their trail, the family is forced to flee, drifting with no other goal but to survive in hiding. 

 

 
 

 
 
Frédéric Petitjean has worked during ten years in American film studios, as a scriptwriter for films and cartoons. He is 
now a scriptwriter for French films. 
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Title: Mangez-moi / Eat Me (published in English under the title « Chez moi ») 
Author: Agnès Desarthe 

Publisher/Rights Holder: Editions de l’Olivier 
Date of Publication: August 2006 
Number of Pages: 312 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Violaine Faucon: vfaucon@editionsdelolivier.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages. English rights licensed to Viking (US) and Portobello (UK) 
 

 

How hard can it be to run a restaurant when you’ve fed fussy children and been a circus caterer? Myriam’s sudden, 
characteristically impulsive decision to open a restaurant in her Paris flat transforms her life in a curious way. For the 
last six years, Myriam has been living in self-imposed exile, cut off from her cool, reserved husband and from the son 
she found herself unable to love, and the opening night of “Chez Moi” is typically desolate. But slowly, Myriam’s 
mouth-watering dishes draw people in, first the florist from across the road, followed by the school children tempted 
by a four-euro lunch, and then Ben, the most unflappable and devoted of waiters. As the restaurant sizzles towards 
success, figures and feelings from Myriam’s past also begin to emerge, gradually re-awakening her appetite for life, 
both the bitter parts and the sweet. Simmering with stories, recipes, observations and dreams, Mangez-moi serves up a 
painfully adult story, with an irresistible sprinkling of wonder and magic. 

 

 
© Patrice Normand. 

 
Agnès Desarthe was born in Paris in 1966. She has written many books for children and young adults, as well as adult 
fiction. She also translated the works of several British (Virginia Woolf) and American writers (Cynthia Ozick, Jay 
McInerney) and signed with Geneviève Brisac an essay about Virginia Woolf. She has had four novels translated into 
English: Five Photos of My Wife (2001), Good Intentions (2002), Chez Moi (2008) and The Foundling (2011) which was 
awarded the Prix Renaudot des Lycéens on publication in France. 
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Title: En chute libre / In Free Fall 
Author: Carl de Souza 

Publisher/Rights Holder: Editions de l’Olivier 
Date of Publication: January 2012 
Number of Pages: 314 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Violaine Faucon: vfaucon@editionsdelolivier.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

Jeremy Kumarsamy, badminton champion at international level, returns after 15 years to his native country, a former 
British colony with strong similarities to Mauritius. A bad fall leading to disabling injury and a serious attack on a 
sporting authority (that threatens him with arrest) have deprived him of free movement. Sequestered in his house 
under the ‘vigilance’ of his mother, he recalls his childhood and adolescent years, and particularly the chaos of a career 
made up of family crises, personal failures and sporting glory. By making secret outings into town, he is able to piece 
together everything that has changed since independence, for it was during his adolescence, in the mid-1960s, that his 
country was freed from English colonial rule, though the subsequent riots caused the many deaths among both rebels 
and authorities (including Kumarsamy’s father). Gradually this kaleidoscopic novel paints the fate of an ambitious 
young man, caught between the fallout of his country’s political turmoil and the overwhelming pressure exerted by the 
world of sport. Recalling writers such as VS Naipaul, Michael Ondaatje and Rohinton Mistry (A Fine Balance), this novel 
confirms Carl de Souza’s reputation as one of the greatest francophone novelists of the Indian Ocean. 

 

 
 © Bernard Mailfert 

 
Carl de Souza was born in Rose Hill, Mauritius, in 1944. His youth was shaped by the contrary attractions of the 
sciences and literature (due to the educational system), of French and English (English being the country’s official 
language for administration and education), but also by his country’s independence, which was proclaimed in 1968, 
memories of which he draws on in this novel. 
De Souza currently directs the arts and culture department of a large group of Mauritian companies. 
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Title: Une année avec mon père / One Year with My Father 

Author: Geneviève Brisac 
Publisher/Rights Holder: Editions de l’Olivier 
Date of Publication: March 2010 
Number of Pages: 178 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Violaine Faucon: vfaucon@editionsdelolivier.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

 

A man comes home after a terrible car crash, in which he loses his wife. He needs to relearn everything after this near-
to-death experience. His daughter gives him support day after day and tries to hold the hand of the uncompromising 
man that he is. His voice, alternately worried and cheerful, describes the four seasons of his return to life. It tells his 
story – the story of a secular and republican Jew born in the 1920’s and in love with the landscapes of his childhood 
that he could only defend as a soldier. War, politics, work and women – he experienced everything without ever 
justifying himself. It’s not now that he’s going to start. This luminous, comical and moving book is by far on the side of 
life. Writing and death are engaged in a speed race, and there is no telling that death will win. Each of us will recognize 
in the book the pure essence of the precious bonds between fathers and daughters. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

© Carole Bellaïche 

Geneviève Brisac was born in Paris to a left-winger intellectual and anglophile family. An alumni of the Ecole Normale 
Supérieure and holder of the Agrégation, she taught in Seine-Saint-Denis, before publishing three books with Editions 
Gallimard. She joined Editions de l'Olivier in 1994, where she published Petite, a thin and violent book about anorexia. 
Her novel Week-end de chasse à la mère received the Prix Femina in 1996. Her books are translated in many countries, 
including Great Britain. Novelist as well as essayist, she wrote more than ten books and essays (about Flannery 
O’Connor, Grace Paley, Salinger, Woolf and Karen Blixen). She also wrote books for children, movie scripts and 
screenplays. 
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« I should be dead since Tuesday, January 4th, 2011. And yet, I am here at home, in a house that feels stranger and 
stranger, sitting alone by the window, thinking about an infinity of details, thinking about all the little things put 
scrupulously together by chance and that have, on that day, allowed me to survive. »  
Paul Sneijder is a victim of a terrible – and extremely rare – elevator accident in a Montreal tower, who finds out, after 
a coma, that he is also the only survivor. This is the starting point of a strange spiritual retreat, which will lead him to 
challenge his whole life. His wife, his twin sons and his job – he gradually becomes indifferent to all of it. Until the day 
when, looking for a job, he finds a classified that might save his talent and his taste for caustic humour. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Lee Dongsub 

 
Jean-Paul Dubois was born in Toulouse in 1950 where he still resides. He started his career as a journalist in sports 
chronicles in “Sud-Ouest”. After writing legal news and cinema critiques for “Matin de Paris”, he became a special 
correspondent for “Le Nouvel Observateur” in 1984. By examining the United States with a scalpel, he was able to 
chronicle his analys is in two volumes for Éditions de l’Olivier: L'Amérique m'inquiète (1996) and Jusque-là tout allait 
bien en Amérique (2002). He has also written several novels (Je pense à autre chose, Si ce livre pouvait me rapprocher 
de toi). He received France Télévisions award for Kennedy et moi (1996), prix Femina and prix du roman Fnac for Une 
vie française (2004). His novels are translated in many languages.  
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Raj is oblivious to the Second World War being fought beyond his tiny exotic island. His mother is his sole company 
while his father works as a prison guard, and so the boy thinks only of making friends. One day, from the far away 
world, a ship brings to the island Jewish exiles who have been refused entry to Israel. Raj meets David, a recently 
orphaned boy of his own age from Prague, who becomes the friend that he has longed for. Raj takes it upon himself to 
help David to escape, even as he has determined to escape the vicious brutality of his own father. As they flee through 
sub-tropical forests and devastating storms, the boys battle hunger and malaria – and forge a friendship only death 
could destroy.  
Nathacha Appanah’s Le dernier frère is an unforgettable fable, a poetic and infinitely moving novel which sheds light on 
an explored byway of the 20th-century history. A tale so poignant, so original and so beautiful written, it is sure to 
become a classic of literature about childhood. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

© Andersen Solo 

 
Nathacha Appanah, a French-Mauritian of Indian origin, was born in Madagascar. She was brought up in Mauritius and 
worked there as a journalist before moving to France in 1998. Le dernier frère, her first novel to be translated into many 
languages, was awarded the Fnac Prize for Fiction. After having stayed in Mayotte for two years, she presently lives in 
Paris.  
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Adam is a passive man. He witnesses his wife become estranged from him; he lost his job and has money issues. Only 
his son, Martin, gives him a reason to live and helps him to come out of his numbness. When Adam finds a job in a 
warehouse, one of his colleagues gets strangely aggressive to him. Adam is becoming more and more worried. One hot 
day of summer, Adam takes Martin to the lake for the afternoon. The sun is shining, the heat is unbearable: all is set for 
the drama to begin.  
With an extraordinary limited means and close to Peter Handke’s atmosphere, Sébastien Amiel shares with us the 
secret feelings of his fascinating character, stranger to the world and stranger to himself. A heartbreaking and icy story 
that we cannot forget. 

 

 
© All rights reserved 

 
  
Sébastien Amiel was born in 1975 and lives in Toulouse (South of France). After scientific studies, and an experience as 
a graphic designer, he now works for the aviation industry. He has written Presque rouge, a praised short stories 
collection, in 2009. L’Homme arrêté is his first novel. 
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“Words were added to words. Files were piling up. Men were coming in and out endlessly. They had to lie, to tell a 
different story than theirs to get asylum. We obviously almost never believed their stories. These stories, bought with a 
ride and a passport, were going to turn yellow and break into bits and pieces like so many other stories stacked up with 
the years.” During one night, spent in custody for smashing a bottle of wine on an immigrant’s head, a young lady tries 
to understand the reasons that led her to such a fury. A foreigner herself too, she makes a living as an interpreter for 
asylum applicants in the offices city’s outskirts.  
Assommons les pauvres! which borrows its title from one of Baudelaire’s poem, is the story of a woman slowly 
contaminated by the violence of the world. 

 

© Patrice Normand 

 

 
 
Shumona Sinha was born in 1973 in Calcultta, India. In 1990, she received Bengal’s best young poet award. She arrived 
in Paris in 2001. She wrote several anthologies of French and Bengali poetry with the poet Lionel Ray. She published her 
first narrative Fenêtre sur l’abîme with éditions de La Différence in 2008. She lives in Paris. 
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When her daughter Paloma abandons without notice the magnificent family villa, Vida Izzara thinks that she knows the 
reason – she has left with her lover to lead a less conventional life. Until the day she realized that Paloma had also fled 
her. With the help of Taïbo, who investigates a young couple living clandestinely in unoccupied houses in the region, 
Vida goes in search of her daughter. This journey will lead her from her childhood village of Irigoy to the secret recesses 
of her heart. The four characters lead birds’ lives where their paths keep crossing each other. The characters in their 
own way are led to undo their marital, social and family bonds to experience their freedom to exist.  
Véronique Ovaldé brings us into exploring a world filtered by her imagination. With Des vies d’oiseaux, she probes the 
relationships that unite men and women, but by planting in the heart of love, the question of the freedom, which can 
be conquered only through talking, without caring about where we are from or where we are heading. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     © Benjamin Chelly 

 
 
Véronique Ovaldé is a particularly imaginative writer. Book after book, she has made a name for herself in the French 
and foreign literary scenes. Her latest novel Ce que je sais de Vera Candida reached tremendous public and critic 
success (Grand Prix des lectrices de Elle 2012, prix France Télévisions 2009, prix Renaudot des lycéens 2009). She was 
born in 1972 and lives in Paris with her two children. 
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Four years after the success of Le Dernier Monde, this is the eagerly anticipated novel by Céline Minard. 
A famous French writer in her eighties decides to leave everything she owns to her life companion Luise. They met at 
thirty and have never parted since, living a privileged life of travels and adventures and entirely dedicated to literature 
and art. As she gives the finishing touch to the will she has endlessly crafted for her entire life that will be her “ultimate 
work”, she reminisces her childhood, why she chose to write in English rather than in her native French, the day when 
she met Luise, their vacations in England, Ireland, Italy and Switzerland, where they shared moments of sheer magic in 
the woods with fairies and pixies. A powerful and poetic novel with a heavenly vision of the magic of Nature that 
reminds of Nabokov’s artistic intuitions, and proves the perfect showcase for Céline Minard’s epic sense of storytelling: 
“we own nothing, except perhaps the power and the talent to conjure up, as we lay in a wheel-chair the shade of a 
willow tree, what we supposedly lived”. 

 

 
© Arnaud Février 

 
 
The author of a novel that is widely regarded as one of the finest in recent French literature (Le Dernier Monde, Denoël, 
2007), along with other highly singular works (Bastard Battle, Leo Scheer, 2009; Olimpia, Denoël, 2010, which all met 
with critical acclaim), Céline Minard is one of the most important writers of her generation. 
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At once moving, poetic and sometimes hilarious, a journey into the very heart of a gloomy country that is 
contemporary Iran. Based on a real story that took place back in 2004, this harrowing novel depicts the tragedy of an 
entire nation that has fallen victim to a ruthless religious dictatorship. Spring 2004 in Iran. Atefeh is a teenage girl who 
leads a peaceful if isolated life in a forsaken windswept hamlet. Her mother died, her father had to flee the Regime of 
the Mollahs. Her only family consists of her aging grand-father, who entertains her with tales of his wild youth spent 
sailing the seven seas. These stories are her only way to escape her deadened life. She is also looked after by two 
widows who live nearby, and who both worry as the child turns into a woman, a new state that is bound to attract 
trouble. Her blooming womanly charms, in spite of the widows’ relentless efforts to hide it by cutting her hair short, 
flattening her breasts and making her ugly in every possible way, are plain to see. The beautiful young woman soon 
catches the attention of a lusty old judge and that of a bunch of local troops. 

 

 
© Catherine Schwaab 

 
A poet and a translator, Firouz Nadji-Ghazvini lived a youth of ease in westernized Teheran before falling victim to 
Khomeiny’s censorship and political repression. He fled to Paris in 1985, and worked a thousand small jobs before 
publishing his first novel in 2000. This is his third novel. His three novels are published by Denoël. 
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Prétextat Tach, Nobel laureate and one of the world’s most renowned contemporary novelists, has only two months to 
live. He has been living in seclusion for years, refusing interviews and public appearances. But as news of his impending 
death leaks, intrepid journalists from all over the world flock to his home in the hope of getting an interview with the 
elusive Tach. Five journalists finally gain entry, but one after the other they discover that, far from being the literary 
luminary they imagined, Tach has become an obese misogynist, a petulant bigot, an embittered, disgusting madman. 
The world’s most famous author turns out to be the worst misanthrope imaginable. Nina, the fifth journalist to 
interview with Tach, will call his bluff and beat him at his own game. As Nina’s questions fly and the author’s biting 
responses arrive, Tach will be led to a final, definitive confrontation with the demons of his past. 

 

 
© Marianne Rosenstiehl 

 
Amélie Nothomb was born in Kobe in 1967. With her first novel published in 1992, Hygiène de l’assassin, she 
established her reputation as a truly unique author. In 1999, Stupeur et tremblements won the Grand Prix de 
l’Académie française. Her books are translated in over 45 languages. 
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According to an ancient Japanese protocol, foreigners deigning to approach the emperor did so only with fear and 
trembling. Terror and self-abasement conveyed respect. Amélie, our well-intentioned and eager young Western 
heroine, goes to Japan to spend a year working at the Yumimoto Corporation. Returning to the land where she was 
born is the fulfilment of a dream for Amélie; working there turns into comic nightmare. Alternately disturbing and 
hilarious, unbelievable and shatteringly convincing, Fear and Trembling will keep readers clutching tight to the pages of 
this taut little novel, caught up in the throes of fear, trembling and, ultimately, delight. 

 

 
© Marianne Rosenstiehl 

 
Amélie Nothomb was born in Kobe in 1967. With her first novel published in 1992, Hygiène de l’assassin, she 
established her reputation as a truly unique author. In 1999, Stupeur et tremblements won the Grand Prix de 
l’Académie française. Her books are translated in over 45 languages. 
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Anne lives in Bruges during the Renaissance, Hanna in Imperial Vienna at the beginning of the century, Anny Lee in Los 
Angeles nowadays. Three lives, three unique adventures, three women that are alike in many ways: each one of them 
feels ‘different’ and desires nothing more than to escape the reflection she sees in the mirror of her times.  Which of 
these untamed, rebellious women will find her truth and her freedom? And what will be the price to pay? In an 
unexpected manner, deploying a succession of chance events, these women will become the heroines of the same 
novel. 

 

 

 
© Stéphane de Bourgies 

 
Playwright, novelist, short story writer, essayist and film-maker, Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt’s works are translated into 
more than 40 languages and played in as many countries. He is one of the most frequently read and performed authors 
in the world. 
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Madame Ming likes nothing better than talking about her ten children who are scattered over China. But in the land of 
the one-child policy, is she making it all up? Did she break the law? Has she lost her mind? But what if her offspring 
were just a figment of her imagination? Madame Ming’s incredible secret is recounted against a backdrop of past and 
present China, enlightened by the eternal wisdom of Confucius. 

Les dix enfants que Madame Ming n’a jamais eus is the sixth story in the Cycle de l’Invisible. 

 

 
© Stéphane de Bourgies 

 

 
 
Playwright, novelist, short story writer, essayist and film-maker, Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt’s works are translated into 
more than 40 languages and played in as many countries. He is one of the most frequently read and performed authors 
in the world. 
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Mathias Freire suffers from a strange sickness. He makes ‘psychic escapes’. When he is under stress, he turns a corner 
and loses his memory. When he finds it again, he has become another person, unaware of the fact that he has built a 
new self, a new past, a new destiny… While working as a psychiatrist in Bordeaux, he realises the truth of his condition. 
There’s only one way to find out who he really is: to backtrack, one by one, his previous identities until he reaches the 
original, peeling away the succession of invented characters to reach the hallucinating truth. Never has J.C. Grangé 
been less gory - never has he been more nerve-racking. Probably his best book so far. 

 

 
© Richard Dumas 

 
 
From Le vol des cigognes to La Forêt des Mânes, Jean-Christophe Grangé’s thrillers are regularly adapted for the 
cinema and translated into thirty languages. The only French novelist in his genre to reach the international league. 
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Darius, a famous comic, dies just after a show at the Olympia. Yet the fireman on duty swears he heard him laughing 
just a few minutes before he collapsed.  Lucrèce Nemrod, a journalist with the Watchdog, suspects foul play and 
decides to investigate. She calls on her collaborator, Isidore Katzenberg, who lives in a water tower surrounded by 
dolphins. He is persuaded that the success of the investigation depends on the origins of laughter. 

 

 
© Denis Felix 

 
From Fourmis to Paradis sur mesure, an international publishing phenomenon, Bernard Werber is one of the most 
widely read novelists in France and a cult author in Russia and South Korea, where his books sell in millions. 
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Forty-year-old Syrian Kamal Jann, a business lawyer in Manhattan, is full of mystery. His professional success veils a 
tragedy: his uncle, head of the Syrian intelligence service, a man both feared and fearful, had his parents killed when he 
was only 12 years old; yet it was he who paid for the boy’s studies in New York. At the beginning of September, 2010, 
the CIA warns him that his jihadist brother, who remained in Syria, is about to commit a terrorist attack in Paris. Jann 
realizes that this time, he’ll be obliged to get involved in the web of the Western secret services to bring down his uncle 
and the Syrian regime. 

 

 

 

© Hannah Assouline/Opale 

 

 
 
Born in Beirut, Dominique Eddé is a novelist and an essayist. A militant intellectual, she participates in many debates 
about the Middle East. Her last book was Le crime de Jean Genet (Seuil, 2007). 
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Emile is dead, Émile is dying, the victim of a “sudden attack” in a café, she has collapsed. The female narrator of this 
moving novel describes a friend who is like a sister to her, a friend whose heart stops beating. They were first linked by 
a voiceless experience after both were raped, and by a silent passion, ballet, that became the language of resistance 
against Ceausescu’s regime during the narrator’s childhood. Both frequented the French Film Library, where they 
spotted a petite young woman whom they nicknamed “The Little Girl at the End of the Path”. After the narrator meets 
and gets to know this wisp of a woman – tender, fragile and highly poetic – the trio gets up to all sorts of mischief. They 
refuse to submit to shrinks, those “guardians of normality”; they demonstrate against a State that has become 
repressive ever since the Election; they are bound for life by the same critical and artistic gaze. A captivating text 
following a picaresque story where the spirit of revolt vies with poetry, building portraits of three endearing, fragile 
women who flutter like birds as a storm approaches. 

 

 
Photo by Arnaud Février   

© Flammarion 

 
“Lola Lafon, it’s as Rimbaud singing the altermondiale”, wrote the newspaper “Libération”. 
Lola Lafon is the author of a short story untitled Ne m’aime pas, published by the review NRV, and several novels 
including Une fièvre impossible à négocier. She is also a singer and a musician. 
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Marc Dugain's latest novel is set in America between the mid-60s and the turbulent 70s in California. 
Entitled Avenue des Géants (“Giants Avenue”) – it is based on the true story of a young American serial-killer, called Al 
Kenner in the novel. We follow him step by step, from his difficult childhood to his arrest in 1978, leaving at least ten 
victims in his trail, most of them young women. He had an amazing fate, he was very intelligent with a high I.Q. and 
managed to trick everyone into thinking him normal...He was even hired by the Police to help them profile potential 
criminals! The remarkable thing about this novel is that Mark Dugain manages to create, with extraordinary talent, a 
seemingly normal character who is in fact very twisted and crazy but manages to trick everyone including the reader 
into thinking he is sane - if somewhat tormented - though we know from the outset that he is serving a life 
imprisonment... It's very well done, revealing humanity - as Marc Dugain often does - in all its contradictions and 
excesses. The relationship with his mother, to whom he goes back time and again though she verbally abuses him, is 
priceless... And the description of the States forty years ago - between the assassination of Kennedy and the first 
hippies (whom Al Kenner loathes) - is excellent: the author knows the USA very well! 

 

 
Photo by Catherine Hélie  

© Editions Gallimard 

 
Marc Dugain was born in 1957. He has published with Éditions Gallimard Heureux comme Dieu en France (2002), La 
malédiction d’Edgar (2005), Une exécution ordinaire (2007) which was successfully adapted for the cinema, and 
L’insomnie des étoiles (2010). 
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The novel’s main character is a young Spanish woman, Ariana. She lives in Brussels with her Norwegian husband, Axel, 
and their two children. Her life was marked forever by an experience of love. When she was a student in Switzerland, 
she had an affair with Roland; a man who was much older than her. After ten days of uncompromising passion, Roland 
disappeared without explanation. Ariana carries this incurable wound despite Axel’s affection, despite the presence of 
the two children and despite a brief affair with the couple’s friend, Christophe. Sometimes, her emotions drive her 
completely off balance and bring in their wake an increasingly irresistible death wish, until finally she makes the 
decision to go through with it, taking her children with her.  In exploring the depths of Ariane’s mind, her relationships 
with men, with her children and with the world, Grégoire Polet voices a heart rending cry. One rarely encounters pages 
which reflect so deeply the loss of one’s feelings of love, and the resulting destructive effects that spread like wildfire, 
unknown to any relative, and leave only a field of ruins.  

A remarkable success, which confirms the unique talent of Grégoire Polet. 

 

 
Photo by Catherine Hélie  

© Editions Gallimard 

 
Of Belgian descent, Grégoire Polet currently lives in Barcelona. Following Madrid ne dort pas (2005), Excusez les fautes 
du copiste (2006), Leurs vies éclatantes (2007) and Chucho (2009), Les ballons d’hélium is his fifth novel. Grégoire Polet 
is also a translator from Spanish into French. 
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Casablanca at the dawn of the 21st Century. A painter at the height of his career suddenly finds himself confined to a 
wheelchair, paralysed by a stroke. Walled up within his illness, he becomes convinced that his marriage is the sole 
reason for his decline. As a way out of his all-enveloping depression, he decides to secretly write a book to narrate the 
tale of his hellish couple. This work of self-analysis will help him find the courage to break free from a deeply 
destructive and perverse relationship. However, his wife discovers the manuscript and decides to give her own version 
of the facts, answering all her husband’s accusations point by point and giving her own striking and incisive 
reinterpretation of their story. Who is right and who is wrong in this cruel comedy being played out between man and 
woman? A thorny issue in a society where marriage remains an institution, but in times where marital happiness is an 
illusion.  

 

 
Photo by Catherine Hélie  

© Editions Gallimard 

 
Tahar Ben Jelloun was born in Fez in 1944. He was awarded the Goncourt Prize in 1987 for La nuit sacrée. He recently 
published, with Gallimard, Sur ma mère (2008), Au pays (2009), Jean Genet, menteur sublime (2010), L’étincelle. 
Révoltes dans les pays arabes (2011), Par le feu (2011) and Que la blessure se ferme (2012). 
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This autobiographical account is a long meditation on life, writing, love and maternity, education and solitude. Ananda 
Devi evokes childhood memories, her relationship with her beloved father, a humble and contemplative man, and a 
mother who demanded action and change. She also evokes her relationship with her husband, which over the years 
revealed itself to be an uncompromising and despotic love. Today, her only escape is estrangement: to abandon these 
men who have been reducing her to silence for so long, to leave and shatter everything, as is often the case with the 
female characters of her novels. 

 

 
Photo by Catherine Hélie 

 © Editions Gallimard 

 
An ethnologist and a translator, Ananda Devi was born in Mauritius. She has published collections of poems, short-
stories and novels, most notably Ève de ses décombres (2006), which received many literary awards. She is considered 
as one of the major figures of Mauritian literature. 
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When he landed in Constantinople on 13th May 1506, Michelangelo knew that he was facing all the power and fury of 
Julius II, the warrior Pope and notorious bad debtor, because he had left behind the pontiff’s unfinished tomb in Rome. 
But how could he not reply to an invitation from the Sultan Bajazet who - having refused Leonard da Vinci’s plans - had 
asked him to design a bridge over the Golden Horn? This is how the novel opens, flirting with historical facts, taking an 
accurately known fact to speculate on this journey’s mysteries. This portrait of an artist at work is as unsettling as the 
meeting between a man from the European Renaissance and the Ottoman world, and as precise and finely wrought as 
a goldsmith’s work, but it is also a fascinating reflection on the creative process itself and the symbolism of an 
unfinished gesture towards the banks of another civilisation. Because, during the course of this chronicle of a few 
forgotten weeks in History, Mathias Enard sketches a political landscape whose hesitations can still be felt just as 
keenly five centuries later. 

 

 
©Melania Avanzado 

 
Born in 1972, Mathias Enard studied Persian and Arabic, and spent many years in the Middle East. He lives in Barcelona 
and has had three novels published by Actes Sud: La Perfection du tir (2003, awarded the Prix des cinq continents de la 
francophonie), Remonter l’Orénoque (2005) and Zone (2008, winner of the 2008 Prix Décembre and the 2009 Prix du 
Livre Inter, and translated into about ten languages). 
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The Scorta family’s lineage started with a rape: the family has lived in shame ever since. In their small Southern Italian 
village of Montepuccio, they survive on a meagre income and die poor. But as one family, and between generations, 
they take a vow to pass on the little that life may bestow them to bequeath. Apart from their modest tobacconist 
outlet, their wealth is represented by moments as intangible as experiences, memories, scraps of wisdom and fleeting 
sparks of joy. Or maybe even secrets. Laurent Gaude’s latest novel basks in sunshine and is profoundly human. It 
recounts the history of a family from Apulia, from 1875 to the present day. What characterises their existence is how 
each generation and individual member attempts to affirm the family pride of being a Scorta via their separate 
destinies and, in so doing, how they uncover a glimpse of happiness. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Laurent Gaudé is a novelist and a playwright. He has published several plays and two novels: Cris (2001) and La Mort du 
roi Tsongor (2002, which won the Prix Goncourt des lycéens 2002 and the Prix des Libraires 2003). His work appears in 
translation in over 20 countries. 
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Marguerite Duras experienced The Second World War as a woman whose husband had been deported, as a resistant 
and also as a writer. Clear-sighted, astonished, sometimes desperate, she kept a diary during these years, writing texts 
inspired by what she saw, what she lived, by the people she met or was facing. She collected these slices of life and 
extracts from her diary under the title La Douleur.  La Douleur is the story of the return of Marguerite Duras’ husband 
from the concentration camps. But it is above all the story of the expectation of this return: a text that combines the 
political question (the role of the Resistance, its organization, the difficulty in obtaining information about the camps, 
about the survivors etc.) and an intimate story about waiting, about love and the end of love. As a matter of fact, she 
impatiently and painfully waits for her husband while she is now in love with another man. The author also deals here 
with the violence of both the adversaries and the allies; she dares to say things usually unspoken like the violence of the 
Resistants towards the collaborators in the end of the War. Written in a concrete and direct way, always trying to come 
as near the truth as possible, La Douleur is a book on life and death, on the frontier between humanity and inhumanity. 

 

 
© J. Foley / P.O.L 

 

French writer and film director Marguerite Duras was born in 1914 in French Indochina (now Vietnam). At the age of 
18, she went to study in France. She published her first book in 1943 and is the author of many novels, plays, films, 
essays and short fiction, including L'Amant (The Lover) that received the Goncourt prize in 1984. During the war, she 
was a member of the French Resistance. Her husband, Robert Antelme, was deported to the concentration camp 
Buchenwald for his involvement in the Resistance, and barely survived the experience. Marguerite Duras’ memories of 
Asia, her memories of the War, and those of Paris under the occupation and the importance of the French resistance 
were strong influences on her work. She is associated with the literary movement called “the Nouveau roman”. She 
died in Paris in 1996. 
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C’est tout is Marguerite Duras’ last work; published only a few months before her death. It is a diary, a love letter, a 
book, containing sentences spoken or written, quite simply, like she was addressing her adored lover, both fictional and 
real, from whom the writing comes and towards whom she is tending. Love and desire, death also, powerful and 
present, the waves of discouragement, the panic of nothingness and of loss. Everything is there, her work and life 
experienced together in the same demanding and violent movement, the characters in her books, the words, the 
flashes of humor, the realistic moments, the tears… These pieces of writing, sparse and fragile traces projected on the 
white sheet, are the result of an ultimate threat: Marguerite Duras, who never ceases to repeat that dying means never 
writing again, takes at certain moments part, terrified, of the evasion of language.  "To write your entire life teaches 
you how to write but doesn’t save you from anything.” M.D. 
 

 

 
© J. Foley / P.O.L 

 

French writer and film director Marguerite Duras was born in 1914 in French Indochina (Vietnam today). At the age of 
18, she went to study in France. She published her first book in 1943 and is the author of many novels, plays, films, 
essays and short fiction, including L'Amant (The Lover) that received the Goncourt prize in 1984. During the War she 
was a member of the French Resistance. Her husband, Robert Antelme, was deported to the concentration camp 
Buchenwald for his involvement in the Resistance, and barely survived the experience. Marguerite Duras’ memories of 
Asia, her memories of the War, and those of Paris under the occupation and the importance of the French resistance 
were strong influences on her work. She is associated with the literary movement called “the Nouveau roman”. She 
died in Paris in 1996. 
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Les cahiers de la guerre constitute the most exceptional part of the archives deposited by Marguerite Duras at the 
Institut Mémoires de l’édition contemporaine (IMEC) in 1995. Written between 1943 and 1949, they were for a long 
time stored in the famous “blue cardboards” in her house at Neaufle-le-Château. Their publication today gives access to 
a unique autobiographical document, as well as a precious account of the writer’s literary work at her beginnings. The 
content of these four notebooks amply exceeds the war, in spite of the term Marguerite Duras chose to write on the 
envelope that contained them. They include rough outlines of novels in progress, such as “The Sea Wall” and “The 
Sailor From Gibraltar”; autobiographical narratives on the most crucial periods of her life, in particular her childhood in 
Indochina; or the first version of La Douleur, published in 1985. Ten Other (unpublished) Texts contemporary with the 
writing of these notebooks, complete the image of the beginnings of her works, in which the primitive architecture of 
Durasian imagination becomes apparent. Half way between work of art and archives, these War Notebooks contain 
both the first steps in the body of her work, and the assertion of her unique talent as a writer. 

 

 
© J. Foley / P.O.L 

 

French writer and film director Marguerite Duras was born in 1914 in French Indochina (Vietnam today). At the age of 
18, she went to study in France. She published her first book in 1943 and was the author of many novels, plays, films, 
essays and short fiction, including L'Amant (“The Lover”) that received the Goncourt prize in 1984. During the War she 
was a member of the French Resistance. Her husband, Robert Antelme, was deported to the concentration camp 
Buchenwald for his involvement in the Resistance, and barely survived the experience. Marguerite Duras’ memories of 
Asia, her memories of the War, of Paris under the occupation and the importance of the French resistance were strong 
influences on her work. She is associated with the literary movement called “the Nouveau roman”. She died in Paris in 
1996. 
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"The most heartbreakingly poignant modern love story ever written."- Raymond Queneau 
L'écume des jours (“Foam of the Daze”) is a jazz fuelled science fiction love story, filled with bittersweet romance, 
soaring absurdity and moments of desperate nihilism. It tells the story of a wealthy young man, Colin, and Chloe, the 
love of his life, who develops a water lily in her lung.  
The supporting cast includes Chick, an obsessive collector of famous philosopher Jean-Sol Partre's books and stained 
pants, and Nicolas, who is a combination of P.G. Wodehouse's fictional butler Jeeves and the Green Hornet's Kato. At 
once witty and deeply moving, L’écume des jours is a nimble-fingered masterpiece that reflects on the transient nature 
of life, and bursts with frenetic energy: love and live, Vian seems to say, with the intensity of making love on a live 
grenade!  
A movie adaptation of this book, directed by Michel Gondry, will be release in spring 2013. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Boris Vian had wit, flair and style in his writing, was a man who embraced the popular culture of early 20th century 
Paris and, with his vibrant personality and eloquence, ruled the bars and cafés of Saint Germain. In the context of a pre- 
and post-war world where even the basics were enjoyed like luxuries, Vian's life and work gain power and significance.  
Youth in all its blazing glory and manic ruin, the rhythm of jazz, dark nightclubs, bent-up paperbacks that fit in your back 
pocket, alcohol, the pleasure of a sexual encounter, the first sting of love, the beauty of destruction, the sensual 
pleasure of reading a text and holding a book. These are all subjects that impassioned Vian, and which he includes in his 
writing, wrapped up in playful language and witty narrative.  
Vian defies simple labels, and throughout his life embodied many attitudes and roles: engineer, inventor, chronicler of 
jazz, trumpet player, poet and novelist, critic, creator of spectacles, actor, singer and pataphysician. He was born in 
1920 and died 39 years later in Paris. His collected works (elevn novels and hundreds of poems) are published by 
Fayard.  
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Ahmedabad had changed a lot since our last trip. New neighbourhoods, new wealth and new clothing trends. We had 
changed too: a daughter had increased the size of our family, and our oldest son, soon to be four, was now old enough 
to realize that half of his roots, on his mother's side, were in India. My wife, more than ever, found herself confronted 
with the contradictions of her native country, its smells, flavours and colours - cherished since childhood – set off by 
cruelty, poverty and the rigidity of caste. 
Enough to make our stay a perpetual quest of sorts. In the footsteps of our ancestors, the tiny Jewish community of 
«Bene Israël », that had kept even the most experienced historians baffled. But also into the heart of violence, 
appearing to me for the first time in its true harsh colours. This « false » travel account approaches the maze-like 
country of India from the angle of transmission rather than that of exoticism or discovery. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Nathaniel Herzberg is a journalist at “Le Monde”. 
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Between the doomsayers, like Champendal and Finkielkraut, who believe that print books are bound to be swept away 
by digital ones; and the optimists, like Darnton, for whom  a new  technology doesn’t necessarily steal its predecessors’ 
crown, who should we believe? The point of this little essay is to try to go further than the prognostics and prophecies 
that generate so much hot air. The idea is to question the fundamental determinants that can weaken or strengthen 
the desire for books in the shape that they have manifested themselves for over five centuries. In what way are print-
on-paper books indispensable, or, on the contrary, why could we do without their presence? Will digital books 
eventually replace them for good? 
As Jerôme Lindon used to say, “Books aren’t like other consumer goods.” They stand out because of the peculiar affects 
and fantasies they secrete. In the history of the world, particularly the world of economics, material elements have 
always trumped ones based on affection. The question is to understand if that will soon be confirmed with books, and 
whether our hearts or minds will win out. 

 

  
   © Reha Tünlüel 

 
Olivier Larizza is a professor of English literature at the Schœlcher School of Literature and a member of the Institute of 
Research in European Languages and Literatures at the University of Haute-Alsace. He is also the author of over a dozen 
books, including novels, as well as books for young people (Le Choix des âmes, Anne Carrière, Paris, 2008; Le Reliquat 
scintillant : pour une renaissance de la critique littéraire, Nizet, Paris, 2005). 
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94-year-old Stéphane Hessel said it's Time for Outrage! and Get Involved! His outcry has touched nearly two million 
people in France and has been translated all over Europe.  
90-year-old Edgar Morin showed us The Way (70,000 copies sold). How to change paths in all walks of social and 
political life, that is; or how to guarantee the future of humanity by no longer rehashing the same old hackneyed, 
partisan or pseudo solutions. Hessel, a renowned Resistance fighter, has repeatedly praised Morin as both his brother 
in combat and as the craftsman of a much needed uprising of our social conscience and commitment. The authors team 
up here to share both their enthusiasm and thoughts, in a manifesto calling on the imagination and the demands of 
citizens everywhere to broaden the horizons of the 21st century, to ensure the future of our planet and to bring hope 
to those to whom it is currently denied.  

 

 
 
 
 

 

A man of great commitment and culture, resistant fighter Stéphane Hessel entered the diplomatic service after World 
War II. He was a pioneer of both the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  
Edgar Morin joined both the Communist Party and the Gaullist resistance fighters at the age of 20 during the French 
Occupation. After the war, he continued his fight – against Stalinism and barbarity in every shape and form. He is the 
author of many works of sociology and philosophy.  
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Accessible to a broad public and at once lively, pedagogical and solidly researched, this unprecedented investigation 

on the sources of Islam casts light on the historical origins of this major world religion.               

 
Apart from Ramadan, Aïd el-Kébir, and the five daily prayers, what do we really know of Islam?  While there are 
numerous manuals on Muslim traditions including translations of the Koran and biographies of the Prophet, the origins 
of Islam are no less obscure than those of Christianity or Judaism for many Western researchers. Blending Islamic 
sources and modern secular science, Michel Orcel, Islamologist, has plunged into a fascinating examination of the five 
historical bases of one of the three great monotheisms.  His surprising discoveries familiarize the reader with the 
Prophet, his historical and cultural milieu, his wisdom and his message.  He explores the constitution of the Koran, 
some ancient manuscript versions of which are still guarded secret.  One learns why Mecca, the most sacred city of 
Islam, was virtually unknown to the Ancients, and the author reveals the obscure origins of the Ka’aba, a small temple 
in central Arabia destined to become the umbilicus of the Muslim world.  And why the Dome of the Rock, a mysterious 
sanctuary, access to which is all but forbidden by the governing powers of the Israeli state, continues to shine over the 
most sacred and explosive city in the world, Jerusalem. 

 

       
 

 
Michel Orcel, who pursued a PHD in Literature and Human Sciences, holds a degree in Islamology and has lectured at 
the Université de Rennes II.  As a writer and psychoanalyst, he edits the review “Recherches romanes et comparées”.  
Author of many works and translations, his latest publication is De la dignité de l’islam (Bayard, 2011).  He resides in 
France and Morocco. 
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After the tremendous success of Femmes de dictateur (100,000 copies sold, 19 translations), an equally amazing 

investigation of the feminine entourage of leaders from our time. 

Sajida and Samira, his simultaneous spouses, and Raghad and Halah, his favorite daughters, occupied an important 
though little-known place in the life of Saddam Hussein.  This was also true of Khadije, Khomeiny’s wife, whom he 
treated with great respect and for whom he did the dishes rather than burden her with domestic tasks.  Even more 
fascinating are the revelations concerning the inner feminine circle surrounding Bin Laden, and that of the neurotic  
North Korean Kim Jong-il, of Fidel Castro and of Milosevic.  These six men had in common their hatred of the liberal and 
democratic West and the suffering they inflicted upon their people.  The result of an investigation that sometimes 
involved a certain amount of risk, Diane Ducret reveals aspects of contemporary history that are far less frivolous than 
they may initially seem.  For, in their relations with women, men known for their authoritarian behaviour and charisma 
are not always as we may imagine them—or as they would like to appear.  And this can have political repercussions, 
ones not outwardly apparent. In this second volume, Diane Ducret paints portraits of Saddam Hussein, Khomeiny, 
Castro, Milosevic, Kim Jong-il and Ben Laden, in the intimate setting of relations with their respective feminine 
entourages. 

 

 
©Baltel-Sipa 

 
A former student of the prestigious École Normale Supérieure, historian, philosopher, and journalist, Diane Ducret has 
presented the “Forum de l’histoire” on the History channel and contributes regularly to history programs in the French 
media. 
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Long seen as the land of maharajas and beggars, India has now fallen victim to another cliché – that of an emerging 
information technology powerhouse and outsourcing destination. Which is the real India? The India of the steel 
magnate Mittal or home to the planet’s largest group of undernourished people? This title rejects choosing either 
cliché. India’s contrasts constitute a system, a multifaceted country that must be considered as a whole. Religious 
dynamics, social movements and new artistic and intellectual currents are all part of the glue of a new India that 
cherishes its past. Anthropology, law, economics, geography, history, political science, sociology, urban planning 
including 131 experts, 478 articles and colour maps and charts.  

 

 

 
©F. Landy 

 

 
Frédéric Landy is a professor at the University of Paris-West-Nanterre-La Défense. 
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What is sociology really good for, in our society and our daily lives? Is it really scientific? Oppositional? Ideological? 
Does it have an objective, an impact, a meaning? What is its contribution? In his answer, François Dubet, a sociologist 
who studies education, social movements the banlieues and social justice issues, refuses to stick to the beaten path. 
Neither an apologist nor a pessimist, he examines this question in a way that is both sincere and unprecedented. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

© François Dubet 

 
 
François Dubet is a sociology professor at the University of Bordeaux-II and research director at the EHESS. His 
published titles include L’Experience sociologique (“The Sociological Experience”, La Découverte, Réperes series, 2007) 
and Travail des sociétés “The Work of Societies”, Seuil, 2009). 
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Pierre Bourdieu (1930-2002) was incontestably the best known and most controversial twentieth-century French 
sociologist. His thinking, based on an epistemological interrogation and new research methods, profoundly influenced 
the ways of conceptualizing the work of sociologists and the structuring of social space. The importance and nature of 
his influence today is best grasped by focusing on the sociological uses of his theorization. An objective, thematic 
approach. An absolute must among sociology textbooks. An instructive synthesis that situates Pierre Bourdieu’s work in 
today’s world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anne Jourdain and Sidonie Naulin are PhD candidates in sociology. 
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Based on this human and economic observation, Christophe Boltanski investigated on-site for several months, in 
northern Congo, discovering the incredible supply chain of a metal, unknown to us, called Cassiterite. Cassiterite is the 
principal tin ore, without which our phones, our radios, our televisions and other electronics would not work. Today, 
with increased demand of overheating economies such as China, a huge devourer of energy, these anonymous rocks 
have gained considerable value.  For the first time, Christophe Boltanski allows us to see, to feel, to understand the cost 
in blood of these heavy metals extracted from the depths of the earth. From the mines in North Kivu in Congo, where 
African boys risk their lives sinking deeper into the ground – but what is their life worth? – to the skyscrapers of La 
Defense in Paris, where multinational corporations maintain their ignorance about the journey of these minerals, our 
reporter-author has followed the hazardous and dangerous thread that leads from the shadows of these modern-day 
slaves to the light of our daily consumption. From the Democratic Republic of Congo to the London Metal Exchange, 
from the traders in Goma to the factories in Malaysia, from the forgotten wars of Africa to the vast landfills of Ghana, 
from an office in the Elysée Palace to the alarming reports ignored by financial logic, it is both a heartrending personal 
account, an adventure story and an essay on globalization. 

 

 
© Patrick Robert 

 
Christophe Boltanski is a Senior Correspondent for the “Nouvel Observateur”. He is the author, at Grasset, of Les Sept 
Vies de Yasser Arafat, with Jihan El-Tahri (1997) and Chirac d’Arabie, with Eric Aeschimann (2006) 
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Well-known journalist Annick Cojean has written a terrifying account detailing how women were abused at the highest 
level of the former Libyan regime. A shocking indictment of Muammar Gaddafi’s reign of terror and a sensitive 
exploration of the fate of the women who fell victim to it. Soraya was just fifteen when the Supreme Guide Muammar 
Gaddafi spotted her in class at her high school. He chose her for a dreadful fate, taking her as a sex slave. Soraya was 
beaten, drugged and raped several times a week – for the next seven years. Soraya has now decided to speak out, 
although doing so still puts her in danger. She shared her story with the journalist Annick Cojean, who published a 
heartrending article about her experiences in the French daily Le Monde in November 2011. Annick Cojean has now 
decided to turn Soraya’s story into a book exposing a little-known aspect of Gaddafi’s dictatorship – the drug addiction 
that fuelled his bloodthirsty megalomania and his cruel sexual abuse of the young Libyan women unfortunate enough 
to come to his attention. How many women underwent the same fate as Soraya? Hundreds, probably. We will never 
know for sure, so strong is the taboo surrounding the subject. Annick Cojean risked her life travelling to Tripoli to 
investigate Soraya’s story. She found a society rotten to the core, riven with prostitution, corruption, terror, rape and 
murder. In this book, she gives Gaddafi’s victims a voice, bringing a little dignity back to women whose lives were 
ruined by a monster. 

 

 
 

Annick Cojean is a foreign correspondent for “Le Monde”. She chairs the committee for the Prix Albert Londres, having 
won the prize herself in 1996. She has published a number of books.  
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L’Elimination is the fascinating autobiography of the film director, Rithy Panh, who survived the Khmer Rouge camps. 
With this very personal story, he conveys the horror, attempts to understand the mechanisms of evil and, as in his 
movies, explores the painful history of his country, Cambodia. L’Elimination plunges into the origins of the Cambodian 
genocide. Rithy Panh leads a real fight against Duch, the executioner who headed the S21 Center from 1975 to 1979, in 
the heart of Phnom Penh - emptied of its inhabitants by the Khmer Rouge. There, 12,380 people, horrifically tortured 
for days and weeks, confessed to fictitious betrayals before being executed. Already in his film S21: The Khmer Rouge 
Killing Machine, Rithy Panh imagined the meeting of the executioners and survivors of this centre, and he filmed Duch 
in his Criminal Court prison. Here again, in L’Elimination, he attempts to capture the persona of the organizer of these 
executions. He wants to understand this man, his personal journey, his ideology and his methods. He evokes the 
recruitment of his squads, but also his passion for numbers, his "seminars" of torture and his ties to Pol Pot. Neither 
demon nor ordinary person, Duch is a complex and cultivated man. Confronting him, Rithy Panh tells of his own anguish 
and artistic choices, but also his childhood: he was ten in 1975. He lost his parents and most of his brothers and sisters 
under the Khmer Rouge regime. He survived. He wants to understand. 

 

 
©Richard Dumas 

Rithy Panh, born in Cambodia in 1965, is a filmmaker. He brought us, among other things, Rice People (selected for the 
Cannes Film Festival), and The Sea Wall. His documentaries are famous worldwide, especially S21: The Khmer Rouge 
Killing Machine. Duch: The Master of the Forges of Hell, selected for the Cannes Film Festival 2012, was highly 
acclaimed by critics. 
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These interviews realised by Willem H. Vanderburg offer a brilliant synthesis of Jacques Ellul’s reflection devoted to 
achievements, failures and challenges in our societies during the second part of the twentieth century. They show how 
visionary this reflection is regarding the evolution of our civilization. They also throw a light on the strong unity 
between the sociological and the theological constituents of his work. 

 

 
 

 
© Patrick Chastenet 

 
 

After a revelation that led him to Christianity and an intensive reading of Marx, Jacques Ellul studied law. He then 
devoted himself to a reflection on the evolution of modern society. He thus noted the disappearance of rural life, the 
expansion of mechanization and standardization of man and his environment, and foresaw the magnitude of this 
ecological and social « great mutation ».  
Considering that technique is the determining factor of modern society, he leads a comprehensive critique of what he 
calls « technological tyranny ». He further analyses that technique self-increases, imposing its values of efficiency and 
technical progress, while denying man’s rights, needs and culture as well as man’s nature.  
Sociology is not his only field; his work is composed of theologian and historian output.  Some would also say that he is 
a philosopher, although he did not define himself as such.   
 As a militant anarchist whose ideas are close to situationism, but also as a subtle commentator of Marxist’s thought 
and excesses, he was instrumental in the establishment of political ecology and reflections on Christian anarchism. He 
also wrote many theological works on the Gospel’s subversive and liberating aspects and on the « perversion » which 
the Christian revelation has suffered from. Some of his other works are thoughts on ethics and on hope.  
Jacques Ellul can be considered as one of the fathers of the idea of rational economic decay and voluntary simplicity. 
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 In Western societies, politics are the subject of a double illusion. First, politicians imagine that they are the masters of 
an evolution that they actually undergo. Second, the citizens - imbued with the ideology of the democracy and of the 
popular sovereignty - imagine that they control politics. In fact, the contemporary man is constrained to the progress of 
science and technology which he can’t reject. Jacques Ellul’s thesis withstands the test of time and remains topical and 
provocative. Is it possible to break the illusions? For this, one has to rise up against the actual situation and to preserve 
his freedom. 

 

 
 

 
© Patrick Chastenet 

 
 
 

 

After a revelation that led him to Christianity and an intensive reading of Marx, Jacques Ellul studied law. He then 
devoted himself to a reflection on the evolution of modern society. He thus noted the disappearance of rural life, the 
expansion of mechanization and standardization of man and his environment, and foresaw the magnitude of this 
ecological and social « great mutation ».  
Considering that technique is the determining factor of modern society, he leads a comprehensive critique of what he 
calls « technological tyranny ». He further analyses that technique self-increases, imposing its values of efficiency and 
technical progress, while denying man’s rights, needs and culture as well as man’s nature.  
Sociology is not his only field; his work is composed of theologian and historian output.  Some would also say that he is 
a philosopher, although he did not define himself as such.   
 As a militant anarchist whose ideas are close to situationism, but also as a subtle commentator of Marxist’s thought 
and excesses, he was instrumental in the establishment of political ecology and reflections on Christian anarchism. He 
also wrote many theological works on the Gospel’s subversive and liberating aspects and on the « perversion » which 
the Christian revelation has suffered from. Some of his other works are thoughts on ethics and on hope.  
Jacques Ellul can be considered as one of the fathers of the idea of rational economic decay and voluntary simplicity. 
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Can India make you go mad? Régis Airault, a French psychiatrist, has observed that from Bombay to Goa, and from 
Delhi to Pondicherry, a veritable ‘India syndrome’ affects young travellers in India. More than anywhere else, it is in 
India that our sense of identity is put into question, often in a dramatic way. People who have never been affected by 
psychiatric problems are often suddenly confronted by feelings of uneasiness and lose touch with reality, without the 
influence of drugs. Even more surprising is the fact that these disturbances are almost always short-lived. Once home, 
these travellers have good memories of their trip to India, and often have only one wish: to return. What is it that 
attracts us to India? Why do we become so fragile on her shores? And what does this experience, which transforms the 
way we see the world, teach us about ourselves? 

 

 

 

Régis Airault is a French psychiatrist and writer. He was posted for several years at the French consulate in Bombay 
where he treated French travellers experiencing psychological disorders while travelling in India and set up preventive 
programmes to address this problem. Dr. Airault has also lived in Mayotte (a French island in the Indian ocean) where 
he set up the first mental health facility on the island on behalf of the French Ministry of Health. 
His first book Fous de l’Inde (“Crazy About India”) published in 2000 by Payot, Paris is a bestseller in France and was the 
subject of a French documentary, Syndromes des Indes (“The India Syndrome”), made for French Television by Philippe 
Vitaller in 2004. His second book Faire une pause dans sa vie (“Take a Break from Life”) was published in 2004 by Payot, 
Paris. He has also published several scholarly articles in the field of psychiatry which have appeared in French journals 
and publications. 
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You may think you know what one is talking about when one speaks of “women”. But you’re wrong because doubt 
exists since Monique Wittig declared that “lesbians are not women” and since with Judith Butler the Queer Theory 
considers the distinction between male and female as the expression of an artificial binarity, built by a dominating 
heterosexual “culture”. They say that “there is no sex left”, only gender, built upon sexual practices. Sylviane 
Agacinski’s polemical book aims at examining the dead-ends of such a discourse and at criticizing the simplistic nature 
/culture opposition upon which it leans. “Cultures” don’t float above nature and “genders” don’t float above sexes, 
particularly not if they are the expression of sexuality.  
 

 

Sylviane Agacinski is a philosopher. She published in the  «Librairie du XXIe siècle» series (Seuil) Politique des sexes 
(1998), Le Passeur de temps. Modernité et nostalgie (2000), Journal interrompu, 24 janvier-25 mai 2002 (2002), 
Métaphysique des sexes. Masculin/Féminin aux sources du christianisme (2005), Engagements (2006) and Drame des 
sexes. Ibsen, Strindberg, Bergman (2008). 

 
 
 
 
 



105105105 

 

 62 

 

Title: La démocratie internet / Internet Democracy 

Author: Dominique Cardon 

Publisher/Rights Holder: Le Seuil 
Date of Publication: September 2010 
Number of Pages: 112 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Martine Heissat: mheissat@seuil.com and Ms Jennie Dorny: jdorny@seuil.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Disappearance of our private space, incitation to slander, threats on the future of the press:  in numerous debates, the 
Internet is the guilty party. But, more than a communication and information media, the Internet is a political means of 
its own. By opening the debate to new participants, it gives a new turn to criticism and action. On the scale of the 
planet, the web constitutes above all a laboratory of democratic experiment:  citizens’ self-organization, debates 
accessible to new audiences, transnational activism and socialization of knowledge. The Internet does not only enable 
us to communicate more: it enlarges considerably the public space and transforms the very nature of democracy. 
Before celebrating or denigrating it, it is necessary to think through the digital revolution. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Dominique Cardon is a sociologist and a researcher at the “Centre d’études des mouvements sociaux” (EHESS - Paris). 
His research deals with the use of new technologies and the transformations of the public space. 
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What new things can be said about a conflict which has been on-going for over a century, which has been widely 
documented and studied, and whose parameters of solution are known and recognized today by the international 
community as a whole?  From the outset, Stéphane Hessel and Elias Sanbar (Ambassador of Palestine to the UNESCO) 
agreed upon a novel approach: they would not take turns to retrace the course of events that led to the current dead-
end; but instead each of them would lean upon his own experience to explain his commitment and his own evolution 
with regards to this long and painful story, and to question himself on the relation between international legality and 
historical justice with each new episode.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Ambassador of France, who favoured witness for the drawing up of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
Stéphane Hessel is the author of the international best-seller Indignez-vous! He also worked for the French Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.  
Elias Sanbar, Ambassador of Palestine at the UNESCO, participated to the peace negotiations between Israel and 
Palestine. He wrote several reference books on Palestine and worked for the Journal of Palestinian studies published by 
Editions de Minuit. He is also a negotiator for bilateral and multilateral peace discussions and Chief of the Palestinian 
delegation for the refugee’s issue. 
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Why do individuals do what they do? This question gives humanities and social sciences a common base. To understand 
human actions, it is essential to inscribe them in contexts that are specific each time. Few experts agree on pertinent 
frames in which the actors must be situated to analyse such and such compartment or dimension of their practices. 
Bernard Lahire, who is one of the major figures of French sociology, does not propose here a general theory on society. 
He attempts to mark a distance with regards to the current state of humanities and social science and the lines of 
division that cross them by giving us the possibility to glimpse the hidden unity of an apparently very split-up space. 
Tying up again with the founding ambition of social science, the book takes up its great theoretical challenges in a very 
accessible manner. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Sociology Professor, Bernard Lahire has published fifteen books among which are L’Homme pluriel (Nathan, 1998), La 
Culture des individus (La Découverte, 2004) and Franz Kafka. Éléments pour une théorie de la création littéraire (La 
Découverte, 2010). 
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The author rather than write another of many biographies on the Mahatma, prefers to follow a somewhat different life 
lines of Gandhi and his unique contribution to South Africa’s freedom struggle of South Africa and especially of India, 
putting an emphasis on the spiritual deep structure underlying his political work as well as on the momentous influence 
exercised by religious and spiritual leaders of his time such as Ram Mohan Roy, Ramakrishna, Vivekananda, 
Rabindranath Tagore or Tolstoy. Another major aspect of the book is the impact that Gandhi has had on French authors 
like Romain Rolland or André Malraux and the singular relationship that exists between the two founding religions of 
Hinduism and Judaism and Gandhi’s difficulty in coming to terms with the question of the Holocaust.  Michael de Saint-
Chéron points out that the Middle Orient and India are the cradles for the two mother religions Hinduism and Judaism 
whose major offsprings Buddhism,  Christianism and Islam have spread all over the world. Abraham, Moses, Buddha, 
Mahavir, Jesus and Mohammed had been born in the Orient or in India and not been sons of Africa, China, Russia, 
America or Europe.  The main theme of the book is therefore about the moral and spiritual force behind all the political 
success and defeat of his life, perhaps not an anti- but a more - than - biography.  A welcome and indeed necessary 
French addition to the ongoing debate on Gandhiji’s role on inner and outer peace in a world resounding with inner 
turmoil and the threat of global wars. 

 

 
 ©Michaël de Saint-Chéron 

 
Michaël de Saint-Chéron is the author of numerous works touching on the relation between religion and literature. He 
has taught at the Elie Wiesel University Institute of Jewish Studies in Paris and the Université Sorbonne Nouvelle, and 
is the former president of the International Friends of André Malraux. 
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In this essay that reflects upon mythology applied to everyday life, Anne Dufourmantelle revisits the doomed fate of 
some of the great heroines of western culture and confronts them with that of ordinary women. She thus brings the 
erotica of womanly sacrifice to light. They are called Iphigenia, Helen of Troy, Iseult or Joan of Arc. These tragic and 
fascinating female figures are to be found in many myths and religions and perpetuate an image of woman prone to 
sacrifice in the name of moral, love or motherhood... Western societies supposedly promote gender equality, but 
rapes, domestic violence, harassment and unfair treatment still affect women. In the shadow of mythology, the lives of 
unnumbered anonymous women are still doomed and plagued by unconscious mechanisms where mythological female 
figures promoting female sacrifice play a key role. 

 

 
 

 

A renowned analyst, an editorial director and a PhD graduate in philosophy, Anne Dufourmantelle is also the author of 
several essays, including  Blind Date, Sex and Philosophy published by Calmann-Levy in 2003. 
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Have you ever wished that Jacques Derrida’s “deconstruction” could be deconstructed in plainer terms? Does the term 
“biopower” conjure up for you images of the Bionic Man rather than Michel Foucault? Does Heidegger’s “being-
toward-death” leave you cold? Do Wittgenstein and analytic philosophy hold as little charm for you as a logic puzzle or 
an Excel spreadsheet? Then this is a book for you. Maîtres à penser offers a unique analysis of contemporary 
philosophy, from the start of the 20th century to the present day. Authors, movements, concepts and schools of 
thought are explained here thanks to the immense talent of born teacher Roger-Pol Droit. From the “fashionable” press 
to the most challenging philosophical works, the intellectual vocabulary and the great figures of our time will hold no 
more secrets for you. 

 

 
Photo by Philippe Matsas  

© Flammarion 

 
Roger-Pol Droit, a graduate of the École Normale Supérieure with an agrégation in philosophy and a CNRS researcher, 
contributes to Le Monde and Le Point. He is the author of academic works as well as books for the general public 
including 101 expériences de philosophie quotidienne (Odile Jacob, translated in twenty-three countries) and Brève 
histoire de la philosophie (Flammarion, 2008, 9,000 copies sold). 
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Producing artificial cells, recomposing DNA, freezing embryos and implanting them years later, preserving the brain 
outside of the body, placing electrodes into grey matter, perfecting sensory capacities, increasing memory, resistance 
to fatigue, lifespan, living hooked up to machines: what was impossible yesterday is becoming possible today… Are we 
on the threshold of a new humanity? Or should we simply expect to see a few superficial changes blown out of 
proportion? Humain is a peerless global intellectual investigation into those disturbing issues with an impact on our 
future. The work gives voice to 50 international experts, bringing together radical and conservative points of view, 
offering historical and technical explanations allowing all to understand the issues at stake and resulting tensions, while 
describing the philosophical background to the major workshop where the human of tomorrow is modelled. 

 

 
Photo by Philippe Matsas  
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Roger-Pol Droit is a philosopher, a researcher at the CNRS and a journalist. A columnist for Le Monde, Les Echos, and Le 
Point, he teaches at Sciences-Po Paris. He is the author of numerous essays, namely 101 expériences de philosophie 
quotidienne (translated into over 20 languages) as well as Brève histoire de la philosophie and Maîtres à penser (both 
published by Flammarion).  
Monique Atlan is a producer. Together she and Roger-Pol Droit produced the forty-episode television adaptation of 
101 expériences de philosophie quotidienne. 
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In his essay, Michaël Ferrier recounts the way individuals in Japan actually experienced the earthquake and the 
tsunami that followed. He proceeds to investigate the nuclear issue and provides a full account of the Japanese people 
who lost everything. 

 

 

 
Photo by Catherine Hélie  
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Michaël Ferrier lives in Tokyo where he teaches literature. He is the author of several works, including Tokyo – Petits 
portraits de l’aube, Prix littéraire de l’Asie (2004), Le Goût de Tokyo, (Mercure de France, 2008), Sympathie pour le 
fantôme (2010). 

 

 
 
 

 



105105105 

 

 70 

 

Title: De la visibilité / On Visibility 

Author: Nathalie Heinich  
Publisher/Rights Holder: Gallimard 
Date of Publication: March 2012 
Number of Pages: 608 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Anne-Solange Noble: anne-solange.noble@gallimard.fr  
Rights available for: All Indian languages  
 

 

Ever since the advent of photography, modern means of reproducing and disseminating the human image have created 
a dramatic imbalance between faces that are easily recognizable and those that are not. For Nathalie Heinich, people 
possessing “visibility capital” constitute a new social category. These can range from the local ‘character’ who sets 
tongues wagging in a small village to the internationally renowned ‘star’. She compares this phenomenon to Edgar Allan 
Poe’s Purloined Letter: something which is constantly visible can tire our eyes to the extent of no longer being seen, a 
situation all the more paradoxical given that here it applies to the ability of some people to be more ‘seen’ than 
others. Celebrity tends to be little or badly analysed, with narrow approaches normally limited to evaluating a 
particular fan club, reality TV show or specialist magazine article. Nathalie Heinich, on the other hand, sees visibility as a 
“global social fact” that involves all aspects of social life. This new development leads to new relationships between 
private and public life, new social values, new hierarchies, and a very lucrative economy of films, magazines, and 
brands. 

 

 
Photo by Catherine Hélie   
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A sociologist and art specialist, Nathalie Heinich is Research Director at CNRS (the French Centre for Scientific 
Research). Gallimard has published the following works by the author: États de femme. L’identité féminine dans la 
fiction occidentale (1996), L’élite artiste. Excellence et singularité en régime démocratique (2005), Pourquoi Bourdieu 
(2007). 
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The phenomenon is an international one: women are increasingly numerous in armies, police forces, among guerilla 
fighters and in the boxing ring… And they are also increasingly involved in conflicts and revolts of all kinds. This book 
not only looks into the causes of this profound change, but also gives a voice to women of diverse outlooks, asking 
them about their relationship with physical force and combat. Their stories and accounts draw a portrait of the 
feminine that, though seen too often as a victim, consistently shows an undeniable strength.  At the beginning of this 
millennium, will the change in attitude that has issued in these new warriors be able to sway the prejudiced? 
 
 
 
 
Born in Dublin to an Irish father and French mother, Moïra Sauvage is a journalist. She is a longtime contributor to the 
Témoignage chrétien. She is also the author of another essay: Les Aventures de ce fabuleux vagin (Calmann-Lévy, 2008). 
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In this passionate work, the author (a specialist on the Arab world), untangles a complex set of situations and outlines 
the possible evolutions of a world that remains uncertain of its future. 

 

 

 

Former diplomat, Denis Bauchard discerned the Arab world in the 1960s and has since then witnessed its evolution. 
Former Director of the department of North Africa/Middle East at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Quai d’Orsay), then 
President of the Arab World Institute, he is presently Docent at SciencesPo and Consultant in geopolitics with the 
French Institute of International Relations and the website Grotius. 
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This biographical essay retraces Gaddafi’s trajectory since his birth in a tent in Libya, right up to his blood-soaked 
repression of his own people and “Operation Odyssey Dawn” supported by the UN. It reveals every facet of this colonel 
who is so comparable to the character Ubu, so bloodthirsty; and proves how closely the dictator resembles his 
forerunners: Hitler, Mussolini, Amin Dada… Alexandre Najjar’s considerable talent is put to good use establishing this 
fictitious-seeming character who defies reason and strains the imagination. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Born in Beirut in 1967, Alexandre Najjar is the author of historical novels (Les Exilés du Caucase, 1995, Le Roman de 
Beyrouth, 2005, and Berlin 36, 2009) and essays (De Gaulle et le Liban, 2002 and 2004), as well as factual accounts and 
biographies that have been translated into a dozen or so languages. A lawyer and director of Orient Littéraire, he won 
the 2009 Prix Mediterranée and was awarded the Prix Hervé-Deluen by the Académie française for his work promoting 
French speaking. He is an ardent promoter of civil liberties, a regular contributor in the French media, and has been a 
contributor at many conferences on the Mediterranean and the Arab world. 
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In this selection of outspoken interviews, Mohammed Arkoun is revealed to be an engaged thinker, influenced by a 
strong Kabyle identity and a philosophical heritage directly passed down from thinkers such as Foucault and Bourdieu. 
Occasionally iconoclastic, never hesitating to put into question today’s ideas about Islam, he offers us an enlightening 
view of the questions surrounding the necessary deconstruction of Islam today. 

 

 
 

 
Mohammed Arkoun is an internationally renowned historian and philosopher who died in 2010. Professor Emeritus of 
the History of Islamic Thinking at the Sorbonne University, he argued for a rethinking of Islam in the contemporary 
world. 
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In the spring of 2007, Albin Michel, in collaboration with the finest French specialists, launched a collection devoted to the major issues in today’s India, 
seen through the prism of its varied religious cultures: Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Hindu Nationalists… but also The Untouchables, Fashion, The Image, 
Great Modern Thinkers, Europe’s Vision of India...  Rigorous but accessible, this collection is a must for all those who want to understand contemporary 
India. 
 

 
 

 

 

Une histoire de l’Inde / A story of India by Eric Meyer (March 2007, 368 pages) 
Firstly, this book is a magnificent history lesson that deploys all the wealth of the Indian sub-continent: a history that covers more 
than 4,000 years, whose contemporary heirs make up twenty percent of humanity. From the first cities of the Indus to the reign of 
Ashoka, the Great Moguls, the British Raj and the birth of the Indian Union, the events and the texts are presented in a chronological 
perspective that permits us to identify the milestones of this huge universe. We see the birth of Buddhism and Hinduism, the arrival 
of Muslims, merchants and Western missionaries… 
 
 
 

Un autre Islam / Another Islam by Marc Gaborieau (March 2007, 400 pages) 
400 million Muslims live in the sub-continent, spread over India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. In India, they are a minority of 13,8%, co-
existing with 800 million Hindus. They form an integral part of Indian society, on which their tumultuous past of conquests and 
empires has left its mark. Indian Islam, whose richness and originality is little-known, merited a global study. This is the first in the 
French language. The book opens with a historical overview, featuring communities of diverse origins: Arabs, Afghans, Turks, 
Moghuls… It goes on to describe all the religious constituents of that ‘other’ Islam, which also has its Sunnites, Chiites, doctors of the 
Law and cults of the saints. 
 

 
 



105105105 

 

 76 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Intouchables / Untouchables  by Robert Deliège (March 2007, 272 pages) 
In 1947, India gained independence and endowed itself with a constitution that declares all Indians to be free and equal. In so 
doing, it broke away from the principles of age-old discriminatory traditions which victimized those who are universally known as 
the ‘untouchables’. But this persecuted group had not awaited democracy to try to better their existence. Today, they continue 
their struggle against a hierarchical order deeply-rooted in the collective consciousness. This book tells the story of their struggles, 
historical and contemporary, through the voices of two great leaders: Ambedkar and Gandhi, whose personalities were as 
dissimilar as their strategies. 
 

Un milliard d’Hindous / A Billion Hindus  by Ysé Tardan-Masquelier (October 2007, 352 pages) 
Light years away from the image of an India where their religious, indeed mystical, preoccupations prevent men from establishing 
contact with reality and taking part in the modern world, Ysé Tardan-Masquelier paints a picture of the society that never stopped 
evolving. The very nature of the Hindu religion has enabled it, over the course of its history, to invent new gods and assimilate a 
wide variety of influences. As the centuries passed, the relationship between political power and religious authority has been the 
object of numerous transactions which have preserved the autonomy of each sphere – which explains in part how a secular, 
democratic power was able to develop more easily there than elsewhere. Equally, on an individual level, there is no noticeable 
conflict between social and spiritual aspirations. 
 

L’Inde vue d’Europe / India As Seen From Europe  by Christine Maillard (October 2008, 368 pages) 
India has never ceased to intrigue Europe, divided between fascination and disgust. Philosophical and polytheistic, even 
‘idolatrous’, India was also a subject of dissention between Jesuit missionaries and philosophers of the Enlightenment, before the 
Romantic age discovered the disturbing fraternity of language and thought that linked East to West. The 19th century recognised 
a hidden ‘theosophic’ India, as well as a poetic and philosophical one, while the 20th century was intensely interested in the 
religious philosophy of Vedanta as Sanskrit literature, not forgetting the racial excesses of Aryanism. From Voltaire to Goethe, 
from Lamartine to Kipling, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche or Hesse, a panorama of the European vision of India is represented here, 
holding up a mirror to Europe as she gazes on her Eastern twin. 

 

Also published in this collection:  

Les Chrétiens de l’Inde / Christians in India by Catherine Clémentin Ojha (March 2008)  
Les Sikhs / The Sikhs by Denis Matringe (April 2008) 
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Comics / Graphic Novels 
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Ralph Sprockett loves and knows everything about bicycles - and how to fix a puncture, a broken chain or a 
temperature brake pad. The only thing he doesn’t know is how to ride one. A funny, charming and beautifully 
illustrated story about friendship, honesty and competitive bicycle racing. An unpretentious and witty graphic novel. 

 

 

 
Photo by Catherine Hélie  

© Gallimard 

Jean-Jacques Sempé is one of the world's most successful illustrators and cartoonists. His inimitable style, flair for 
satire and tragi-comic vision place him on a par with the cartoonists James Thurber, Saul Steinberg, Quentin Blake, 
Raymond Savignac or Ronald Searle. He is the illustrator of the classic children's-book character, Nicholas, and author of 
a collection of some thirty albums of his cartoons and graphic novels. His world-renowned illustrations and cartoons are 
featured on the cover of The New Yorker and in Paris Match. Like every great artist, Sempé has created a world above 
and beyond specific cultural and political realities, a world populated by characters portrayed with laconic and perfectly 
judged texts. He has delighted readers in France and beyond with his witty drawings and keen eye for the finer points 
of the human condition for over forty years. 
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In Multiples intentions, Jean-Jacques Sempé turns his attention to the trappings of modern life, from mobile phones to 
designer water, and revisits some of his favourite subjects such as struggling artists, aloof psychiatrists and unhappy 
couples. 

 

 

 
Photo by Catherine Hélie  

© Gallimard 

Jean-Jacques Sempé is one of the world's most successful illustrators and cartoonists. His inimitable style, flair for 
satire and tragi-comic vision place him on a par with the cartoonists James Thurber, Saul Steinberg, Quentin Blake, 
Raymond Savignac or Ronald Searle. He is the illustrator of the classic children's-book character, Nicholas, and author of 
a collection of some thirty albums of his cartoons and graphic novels. His world-renowned illustrations and cartoons are 
featured on the cover of The New Yorker and in Paris Match. Like every great artist, Sempé has created a world above 
and beyond specific cultural and political realities, a world populated by characters portrayed with laconic and perfectly 
judged texts. He has delighted readers in France and beyond with his witty drawings and keen eye for the finer points 
of the human condition for over forty years. 
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Author: Jean-Jacques Sempé 

Publisher/Rights Holder: Denoël 
Date of Publication:  May 1999 
Number of Pages: 64 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Judith Becqueriaux: judith.becqueriaux@denoel.fr and Ms Claire Anouchian: claire.anouchian@denoel.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages. World English rights licensed to Phaidon 
 

 

Drawings connected with the theme of childhood have been picked from albums published between 1962 and 1997. 14 
other short collections are available: Quelques artistes et gens de lettres; Quelques campagnards; Quelques citadins; 
Quelques concerts; Quelques forces obscures; Quelques jours de congé; Quelques manifestants; Quelques médias et 
médiatisés; Quelques meneurs d’hommes; Quelques mystiques; Quelques optimistes; Quelques représentations; 
Quelques romantiques; Quelques sentiments de culpabilité; Quelques philosophes. 

 

 

 
Photo by Catherine Hélie 

©Gallimard 

Jean-Jacques Sempé is one of the world's most successful illustrators and cartoonists. His inimitable style, flair for 
satire and tragi-comic vision place him on a par with the cartoonists James Thurber, Saul Steinberg, Quentin Blake, 
Raymond Savignac or Ronald Searle. He is the illustrator of the classic children's-book character, Nicholas, and author of 
a collection of some thirty albums of his cartoons and graphic novels. His world-renowned illustrations and cartoons are 
featured on the cover of The New Yorker and in Paris Match. Like every great artist, Sempé has created a world above 
and beyond specific cultural and political realities, a world populated by characters portrayed with laconic and perfectly 
judged texts. He has delighted readers in France and beyond with his witty drawings and keen eye for the finer points 
of the human condition for over forty years. 
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The series is an adaptation of A la recherche du temps perdu by Marcel Proust. 
Vol. 1 : A la recherche du temps perdu. Combray 

Vol. 2 : A la recherche du temps perdu. A l’ombre des jeunes filles en fleurs (part 1) 

Vol. 3 : A la recherche du temps perdu. A l’ombre des jeunes filles en fleurs (part 2) 

Vol. 4 : A la recherche du temps perdu. Un amour de Swan (part 1): As a gentleman of high society, Swann 
frequents the fashionable salons of the end of the 19th century. When he meets Odette de Crécy, he feels no 
attraction toward this frivolous and superficial young woman. But when he goes vainly looking for her one night in 
the capital’s bars and restaurants, Swann is surprised to find himself developing strange feelings for her… 
(December 2006, 112pages) 
Vol. 5: A la recherche du temps perdu. Un amour de Swan (part 2): Ever since Odette sent him away early one 
evening, Swann cannot escape the turmoil and violence of his feelings, a particular combination of jealousy and 
suffering. He continues to live an urbane life, infuriating the Verdurins who abruptly cut him out of their little 
“clan”. Odette pretends to be busy, to Swann’s great consternation, as he is afraid he will lose this woman even 
though she is technically not really his “type”. 

 

 
©Olivier Roller 

 
Stéphane Heuet was born in 1957 in Brest. Sailor for seven years in the Indian Ocean and then artistic director at 
Paris, he discovered À la recherche du temps perdu by Marcel Proust at the age of 35 years and immediately 
undertook its comic adaptation. The series includes 5 volumes and is part of the curriculum in secondary schools 
and universities. 
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Guy Delisle accompanied his partner around Burma for fourteen months while she worked with Médecins sans 
Frontières. He talks about his experiences, how he learned to deal with the environment there, how he came to 
understand the political, sanitary and social realities of this country, run by a military junta and supported by powerful 
industrial groups. 
 

 

 

 
©Olivier Roller 

 

 
Born in 1966 in Quebec (Canada), Guy Delisle admired, as a child, the classic Franco-Belgian comics (Astérix, Tintin, 
Blake and Mortimer). He studied animation at Sheridan College, Toronto and then worked at animation studios, before 
leaving for Europe in 1988.  His experiences in China as supervisor for an animation series based on the comic book 
Papyrus provided him with material for Shenzhen, a graphic novel which is both a travel journal and a humorous 
chronic of an animator confronted with the Chinese production system. He then created a series of autobiographical 
graphic novels: Pyongyang (2002), Chroniques Birmanes (2007) and Chroniques de Jérusalem (2011). 
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Guy Delisle and his family have decided to live for a year in Jerusalem. It isn’t easy to get your bearings in this multi-
faceted city, driven by so many passions and conflicts for nearly 4000 years. Around the corner, in an alley, next to a 
shrine, sitting at an outdoor cafe: the artist lets us examine the fundamental questions while also showing us Jerusalem 
as we have never seen it before. 

 

 

 
©Olivier Roller 

 

 
Born in 1966 in Quebec (Canada), Guy Delisle admired, as a child, the classic Franco-Belgian comics (Astérix, Tintin, 
Blake and Mortimer). He studied animation at Sheridan College, Toronto and then worked at animation studios, before 
leaving for Europe in 1988.  His experiences in China as supervisor for an animation series based on the comic book 
Papyrus provided him with material for Shenzhen, a graphic novel which is both a travel journal and a humorous 
chronic of an animator confronted with the Chinese production system. He then created a series of autobiographical 
graphic novels: Pyongyang (2002), Chroniques Birmanes (2007) and Chroniques de Jérusalem (2011). 
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After five years of research and examination of the scientific aspects and consequences of global warming, Philippe 
Squarzoni brings us a book in six chapters, in which he lists the activities that are responsible for climate change. He 
then goes into the political dimensions of the problem and suggests how we may avoid a major climate disturbance in 
the near future. 

 

 

 
©Olivier Roller 

 

 
 

Philippe Squarzoni studied Literature at Lyon. His political illustrated books Garduno, en temps de paix (2002) and 
Zapata, en temps de guerre (2003), published by Requins Marteaux, were somewhat successful.  Garduno, en temps de 
paix was nominated for Best Script at Angoulême. Later he carried an extensive research on the climate change which 
made his book Saison brune more personal, intense and enlightening. 
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Joachim is living peacefully at a remote location with his parents. One evening they find it difficult to fall asleep when 
they notice three shadows that appear to be waiting for them, on the hill… The shadows take the form of three 
horsemen and disappear as soon as they are approached. Joachim is convinced of their existence. Should his father 
attempt to fight the inexorable? Pedrosa may be relatively new to the comic world, but his work has definitely been 
noticed by both his readers and his peers. We have all been waiting for what will be a major work - Trois ombres is 
indeed that volume, a novel which explores the true nature of fear, how it mows down everything in its path, leaving 
only the solitude of flight behind it. 

 

 

 
©Olivier Roller 

 
Cyril Pedrosa was born on November 22, 1972 in Poitiers. As a child, Astérix and Gaston were his heroes. He also loved 
Disney cartoons. He studied animation at the Gobelins School and then worked as assistant-animator for the cartoon 
Hercules. His first comic book, Ring Circus, was a series in four albums which he created with David Chauvel. A novel 
endeavour since he conceived not only the drawing, but also the colorization, illustrational research, costumes and set 
design for a magical universe he is very fond of: the circus. 
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At the back of a long line, a little man patiently awaits his turn. Finally he gets to the front of the line. He identifies 
himself as “God,” first name “God”. He has no address, no ID, no Social Security number. The abrupt arrival of this 
metaphysical enigma “in person” sparks massive public interest, transformed of course immediately into a major media 
phenomenon, the commercial opportunity of the century. There are press and television interviews, books, plays, 
comic books, films… the world is fascinated. But since God is, as per his own admission, “the First Cause”, a giant trial is 
organised, in which each person may be a civil plaintiff against this “Universal Guilty Defendant”. 

 

 

 
©Olivier Roller 

 
 

Marc-Antoine Mathieu was born in 1959. He studied at the Beaux-Arts School in Angers and later worked as graphic 
designer / set designer at a studio. Published by Futuropolis (Series X) in 1987, his book Paris-Mâcon is notable for his 
perfect command over black-and-white. But it is especially his work L’Origine, published by Delcourt, which made him 
recognized. Awarded best first book 1990 at the Salons of Audincourt and Mulhouse, Coup de Coeur Angoulême 1991, 
shortlisted for the Priz Philip Morris in Geneva, L'Origine is undoubtedly one of the best surprises of 1990. 
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Children’s Books 
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This is the story of a little boy who blushes a lot and is the happiest in summer, when everyone else has a red face too. 
He sets out to find a reason for his strange affliction, and finds a friend instead –a boy called Roddy Rackett, who keeps 
on sneezing, even when he doesn’t have a cold. It’s the beginning of a life-long friendship. This timeless, touching and 
very funny story is told through images, speech bubbles and short linking texts. Featuring the inimitable drawings and 
perfectly-judged words of Jean-Jacques Sempé. "Children in picture books tend to fall into two types: the vulnerable 
and the invincible. Often, a story will be about the journey from misfit misery to happy conformity. But Martin Pebble 
by Jean-Jacques Sempé is no ordinary picture book. It is about a French oddball who stays odd. This 1969 classic…is a 
treat. It is a boosting tale not least of all because (his) eccentricities are never overcome." (Observer) 

 

 
Photo by Catherine Hélie  

© Gallimard 

Jean-Jacques Sempé is one of the world's most successful illustrators and cartoonists. His inimitable style, flair for 
satire and tragi-comic vision place him on a par with the cartoonists James Thurber, Saul Steinberg, Quentin Blake, 
Raymond Savignac or Ronald Searle. He is the illustrator of the classic children's book character, Nicholas, and author of 
a collection of some thirty albums of his cartoons and graphic novels. His world-renowned illustrations and cartoons are 
featured on the cover of The New Yorker and in Paris Match. Like every great artist, Sempé has created a world above 
and beyond specific cultural and political realities, a world populated by characters portrayed with laconic and perfectly 
judged texts. He has delighted readers in France and beyond with his witty drawings and keen eye for the finer points 
of the human condition for over forty years. 
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One very cold day, Mouse is out for a stroll and finds a red mitten in the snow. Happy to shelter from the elements, she 
curls up inside. Then along come the Hare, the Fox, the Wild Boar and, lastly, Roly-poly Bear who also wants to warm 
up. He puts his head in, then his paws, then his belly. He’s almost inside the mitten, but when he tries to get his tail in, 
RIPPPP! 

 
 

  
              F.D.                           C.H. 

Florence Desnouveaux: “I narrated a story in public for the first time at the Petit-Palais museum in Paris in 1997: for 3 
years I associated the traditional and mythological tales with the exhibited objects and paintings. Then I developed a 
passion for the repertoire Petite Enfance. My work as a storyteller in museums, multimedia libraries, on stage and 
outdoors involves improvisation of traditional and collected stories, with a specific research on the form of expression.” 
 
The books of Cécile Hudrisier are inhabited by haphazardly created characters that can make children dream.  
Humorous, brimming with creativity, sensitive characters and delightful stories… his work never stops fascinating! 
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In the forest, a very tired rabbit is in a hurry to get home. At the entry of his burrow, a strange noise makes him jump 
back. A terrible voice says: “I’m the two-horned goat, and I have two very pointy horns. If you draw near, too bad for 
you, you’ll end up all done in!” Thoroughly frightened, the rabbit calls for help. 

 

 

   
          C.K.                         R.B. 

 
 

Ever since she was a little girl, Christine Kiffer has been impressible by all kinds of stories. Her Armenian mother used to 
tell her fantastic tales about the beginning of times. Her father, owner of a hotel-restaurant, used to excel in narrating 
cock-and-bull stories. A florist and later librarian and acrobat, Kiffer is now the author of the repertoire Quatre coins du 
monde. 
 
Ronan Badel was born on January 17, 1972 in Auray, Brittany. He studied Decorative Arts at Strasbourg and has 
published several children’s books as an author-illustrator. He taught illustration at an art school in Paris, and later 
returned to Brittany to create illustrated books for children. Published in 2008 by Didier Jeunesse (Series: A petits 
petons), his first book comprises witty illustrations and characters drawn from life. 
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One day, Frankie the caribou, Max the beaver, Dexter the racoon and Charlie the grizzly bear leave behind their 
everyday lives to devote themselves to their true passion: music. While they are looking for a place to stay, they come 
across a poachers' cabin. The four musicians prepare a rowdy attack to chase them away. 

 

 

   
            P.D.                        C.H. 

Pierre Delye narrates with delicacy and sometimes, irony. He negotiates with words to form an honest story. His 
repertoire, essentially made up of traditional tales and legends, has evolved over the years and now includes life stories 
as well as contemporary stories. He is the author of several successful illustrated books: La grosse faim de P’tit 
Bonhomme, P’tit Bonhomme des bois, La petite poule rousse. 
 
The books of Cécile Hudrisier are inhabited by haphazardly created characters that can make children dream.  
Humorous, brimming with creativity, sensitive characters and delightful stories… his work never stops fascinating! 
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The big mouthed frog catches flies on the tip or her long, sticky tongue and zings them back into her big wide mouth for 
gobbling. She lives happily in a pond. But one evening she just wants to get rid of this routine. Flies for breakfast, flies 
for lunch, flies for dinner, flies all day long! So… hoppidy, hippidah, off she bounded, in search of something else. 

 

 

 
 

 

At the crossroads of literature and travels in 1993, Francine Vidal became fascinated by oral literature. Actor and 
storyteller since then, she narrates gestural and musical tales on the roads in France. With her gay and lively tone, we 
get carried away in her beautiful escapes in the wink of an eye. 
 
After attending the École supérieure d'arts graphiques de Penninghen, Elodie Nouhen explored different domains: 
illustrations for a newspaper by the homeless, decors, draperies, posters, children’s books, CD-ROMS.  She creates 
colourful worlds with an immense finesse. She likes to do a little bit of everything: she paints, adds, scrapes, removes, 
sticks, mixes fabric, metal and paper, and paints warm hues with infinite variations on drawing boards. Under the 
material, the image takes shape 
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Raymond is a snail, Lucette and Germain’s son. Raymond is a dreamer: he imagines himself as a strawberry, a slug, a 
centipede and even a giraffe. But all things considered, Raymond is happy to be a snail… A great moment in the 
company of bright and colourful snails, with lovely graphic creative work.  

 

 

 
 

 
After graduating in graphic design from the School of Art and Design in Lausanne in 1997, Anne Crausaz was offered a 
grant from the Federal Office of Culture in 1999 and left for Cracow. She was also a nominee for the 2002 Federal 
Design Competition. Her highly-developed computer-based creativity makes her a technical expert, with a very good 
sense of book page layout. 
 
 

 
 



105105105 

 

 94 

 

Title: J’ai grandi ici / This Is Where I Grew Up 

Author: Anne Crausaz 

Publisher/Rights Holder: MeMo 
Date of Publication: June 2008 
Number of Pages: 48 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Hannele Legras: hannele.legras@orange.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 

 

 

A small seed has accidentally fallen on the ground. In autumn, the leaves form a blanket that keeps the seed warm 
through the winter. In spring, the seed slowly germinates and starts growing. But elements and animals harass the 
shoot. It resists bravely and keeps on growing until it turns into a beautiful fruit tree, an apple tree which, in turn, will 
provide seeds… One of Anne Crausaz’s familiar themes: the cycle of seasons in bright colours that made her previous 
book Raymond rêve a bestseller!  

 

 
 

 
After graduating in Graphic Design from the School of Art and Design in Lausanne in 1997, Anne Crausaz was offered a 
grant from the Federal Office of Culture in 1999 and left for Cracow. She was also a nominee for the 2002 Federal 
Design Competition. Her highly-developed computer-based creativity makes her a technical expert, with a very good 
sense of book page layout. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



105105105 

 

 95 

 

Title: Maintenant que tu sais / Now That You Know  
Author: Anne Crausaz 

Publisher/Rights Holder: MeMo 
Date of Publication: September 2009 
Number of Pages: 44 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Hannele Legras: hannele.legras@orange.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 

 

 

 

You can’t eat the death cap mushroom but it is very precious to its friends and to the natural world. Everything can be 
useful and cherished.  

 
 

 
 

 
After graduating in Graphic Design from the School of Art and Design in Lausanne in 1997, Anne Crausaz was offered a 
grant from the Federal Office of Culture in 1999 and left for Cracow. She was also a nominee for the 2002 Federal 
Design Competition. Her highly-developed computer-based creativity makes her a technical expert, with a very good 
sense of book page layout. 
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Title: Mercredi / Wednesday  
Author: Anne Bertier 

Publisher/Rights Holder: MeMo 
Date of Publication: November 2010 
Number of Pages: 44 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Hannele Legras: hannele.legras@orange.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 

 

 

Two friends, Small Circle and Big Square have fun mixing and mingling their shapes, discovering a game with infinite 
possibilities. There’s no more big or small, they need one another to succeed. Wednesday has been chosen by the 
Premières Pages initiative, led by the Ministère de la culture et de la communication and the Caisse Nationale des 
Allocations familiales in 2011. 

 

 
 

 
Anne Bertier writes and illustrates children’s books since 1995. She pays particular attention to the way she fills in a 
page, mixing stencil prints with gouache with the white part of the paper. Her books “Alphabets and Numbers” explore 
and offer a completely new approach to the relation children have with signs and matching images. 
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Title: Chiffres à conter / Number Tales 

Author: Anne Bertier 

Publisher/Rights Holder: MeMo 
Date of Publication: September 2006 
Number of Pages: 32 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Hannele Legras: hannele.legras@orange.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 

 

 

 

« Mr Eleven spells seven. » From 0 to 12, numbers rhyme with words. A rhyming sentence on one side and in the 
illustration opposite, a number to discover. From 0 to 12, Anne Bertier brings poetry to the form and sound of 
numbers.  

 

 

 
 
 

Anne Bertier writes and illustrates children’s books since 1995. She pays particular attention to the way she fills in a 
page, mixing stencil prints with gouache with the white part of the paper. Her books “Alphabets and Numbers” explore 
and offer a completely new approach to the relation children have with signs and matching images 
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Title: Chiffres en tête / Face Numbers 

Author: Anne Bertier 

Publisher/Rights Holder: MeMo 
Date of Publication: March 2006 
Number of Pages: 48 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Hannele Legras: hannele.legras@orange.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 

 

 

 

Nine numbers means nine faces! First, only half of the character’s face appears, the other part being hidden by a half-
page. Turn the page and the full face is revealed. From Zero to Nine, ten funny faces to make children laugh and think. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Anne Bertier writes and illustrates children’s books since 1995. She pays particular attention to the way she fills in a 
page, mixing stencil prints with gouache with the white part of the paper. Her books “Alphabets and Numbers” explore 
and offer a completely new approach to the relation children have with signs and matching images 
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Title: Ferdinand series  
Author: Hélèna Villovitch 

Publisher/Rights Holder: L’Ecole des Loisirs 
Date of Publication: 2011, 2012 
Number of Pages: 140 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Bertille Amortegui: bamortegui@ecoledesloisirs.com and Ms Isabelle Darthy: idarthy@ecoledesloisirs.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 

 

  
 

 

Ferdinand et ses micro-pouvoirs / Ferdinand and his micropowers : Ms. Rice is really nice. In her class, the eight 
students do what they want, basically, and they progress at their own pace. Ferdinand has never felt so at ease, he who 
up until now had attended school infrequently, forced to move around at the mercy of his grandfather’s odd jobs. But 
Ferdinand’s happiness is fragile. The Principal is far from appreciative of Ms. Rice’s rather unique educational methods. 
To avoid a catastrophe, Ferdinand and his new friends Gaufrette, Babouche, and a fat gentleman who smells like beer, 
are going to make use of micropowers. Supernatural powers that will save the day but will also put them in 
embarrassing situations... 
 
Les nouveaux micro-pouvoirs de Ferdinand / Ferdinand's New Micro Powers: Where can Ferdinand possibly find a bed 
for the night? Why not at Babouche's place, his friend with a vocal tic disorder? That's a bit too noisy! Then how about 
his grandfather’s fiancée? The problem is she is not getting along with dashing pappy at the moment. He might well 
end up sleeping in the street, left to his own devices. Ferdinand will really need his micro powers to find refuge and foil 
the plans of disturbing pyromaniacs. 

 

 
©Hélèna Villovitch 

 
At age 20, Hélèna Villovitch devoured science and desperately wanted to write one herself, but she wasn't scientific 
enough.  By endowing her hero Ferdinand with micro powers, she finally gives free reign to her childhood passion. The 
fantastical serenely takes over the quotidian in this book, with fantasies inspired by anecdotes and characters who are 
very real. 
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Title: Petit Prince Pouf / Little Prince Pouf 
Author: Agnès Desarthe  
Illustrator: Claude Ponti 
Publisher/Rights Holder: L’Ecole des Loisirs 
Date of Publication: First edition in 2002 as a picture book / New edition in spring 2012 as a roman for first readers. 
Number of Pages: 80 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Bertille Amortegui: bamortegui@ecoledesloisirs.com and Ms Isabelle Darthy: idarthy@ecoledesloisirs.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

The King and the Queen were searching for a teacher for their son, Pouf. Numerous crowned heads recommended a 
certain Mister Ku, and they had him come to the castle, against the advice of their chamberlain. On the night of the first 
lesson, when they discovered what the little prince Pouf had learned, they were a bit worried. On the night of the 
second lesson, when they learned what the little prince Pouf had learned, they were even more worried. The third 
lesson horrified them.  And yet, these three lessons were going to be enough for the little prince Pouf to become a big 
king.  
 

 

 
©Céline Nieszawer 

 
©A.P 

Agnes Desarthe was born in 1966 in Paris. She is the author of many books for children and adolescents, as well as 
novels by Editions de l'Olivier. Petit Pouf Prince is the only story that I started by narrating to my children. At first, there 
was no real rhythm or reason to it. And then over time the tale took a structure and became richer thanks to them, 
their little meltdowns and their moods. It wasn't until a year or two later that I decided to make a book out of it”.  
 
Claude Ponti was born in Luneville, in Lorraine in 1948. Since 1969 he has lived in Paris where he studied drawing, 
painting and printmaking and where he held various booster jobs. He works in the press ("L'Express" and "Le Monde”). 
Painter, cartoonist, author and illustrator, he created his first children's book in 1985 for his daughter Adele, which met 
with huge success.  “I got to know Agnès' two oldest children very well. Inventing the Petit Pouf Prince was a big project 
that the three of us accomplished by manipulating their mother through the intermediary of meltdowns, tears, mad 
laughter, subtle moods and meaningful glances.” 
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Title: Le roi du château / The King of the Castle 

Author: Jeanne Taboni Misérazzi 
Illustrator: Adrien Albert 
Publisher/Rights Holder: L’Ecole des Loisirs 
Date of Publication: Spring 2012 
Number of Pages: 32 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Bertille Amortegui: bamortegui@ecoledesloisirs.com and Ms Isabelle Darthy: idarthy@ecoledesloisirs.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

 
Emile spent the morning building a magnificent castle, the biggest and most beautiful on the beach. It's so beautiful 
that everyone covets it and wants to live there. As soon as Emile turns his back to play in the water, a family of 
periwinkles, then a young crab, come charging in and claim to be kings of the castle. Obviously, Emile doesn't agree. He 
is the king. But he will have to learn that monarchies don't last long so close to the waves.  
 

 

      
© Adrien Albert            ©Jeanne Taboni                                          

Misérazzi 
 

 
 

With his degree in public law, metallurgist, videographer, butler, cook, furniture burner, at thirty years old, Adrien 
Albert has already designed tramps, robes, skulls and wolf hair. Adrien Albert chose to “place his cameras”, as he says, 
in a way that emphasizes the mother-child complicity, while still making the castle the main character, and ending on 
an optimistic note with the returning animals.  
 
Jeanne Taboni Misérazzi was born in Sartène in southern Corsica. She now lives near Paris, where she has been a 
specialized teacher for children and troubled teens. This story was born one summer evening on a deserted beach. 
Children were heading home, leaving behind their beautiful sand castles. She wrote this tale of nostalgia about the 
courage to build and the passing of time.  
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Title: Le bison / The Buffalo 

Author: Catharina Valckx 
Publisher/Rights Holder: L’Ecole des Loisirs 
Date of Publication: Fall 2012 
Number of Pages: 32 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Bertille Amortegui: bamortegui@ecoledesloisirs.com and Ms Isabelle Darthy: idarthy@ecoledesloisirs.com 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 
 

 

 
 
Billy the hamster just saw his father's lasso hanging on a nail, and now he has only one idea in mind: he wants to catch 
an animal with it, the biggest, most impossible animal: a buffalo! That would impress Dad. Billy starts practicing on his 
friend, Jean-Claude the earthworm. Hmm... That doesn’t amount to much. But it seems that destiny is on his side, 
because an enormous buffalo is nearby, drinking from the river. Now who is going to catch whom? 
 

 

 
© Floor Mommersteeg 

 
 

 
Catharina Valckx was born in the Netherlands in 1957. She has also lived in France and writes in French as well as 
Dutch. Her stories are very realistic and full of imagination. Her main characters are always very human, funny and 
graceful. 
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Art Books 
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Title: Murmures du Monde / Murmurs of the World 
Author: Dominique Rabotteau  
Photographer: Frédéric Soltan  
Publisher/Rights Holder: La Martinière  
Date of Publication: September 2012 
Number of Pages: 264 
Foreign Rights Manager: Ms Marianne Lassandro: mlassandro@lamartinière.fr 
Rights available for: All Indian languages including English 

 
 

 

 

Whether they are temporary graffiti or giant frescoes, murals have always been a vehicle for spontaneous, free 
expression since time immemorial. They reflect all the whispers and cries of this world. From Philadelphia to 
Johannesburg, from Santiago de Chile to Jerusalem, from Bombay to Gdansk, the walls of our cities are the depositories 
of all the doubts and fears, the battles and violence or the hope for a better and fairer world. This photographic project, 
for which the authors travelled the length and breadth of over 17 countries, tells a story, our story, written by people 
unknown to us; a story which reveals that our preoccupations are the same from one corner of our planet to the other. 

 

 

 

 
Dominique Rabotteau and Frédéric Soltan have produced and directed numerous documentaries on India for France 
Télévision, la Cinquième, and more particularly for Thalassa and Faut pas rêver (popular French television programs). At 
the same time, Frédéric Soltan is a photographer. They have published L’Inde de la mer et des hommes (India from the 
sea and men) (Flammarion, 2004) and Les Rendez-vous de l’Inde et du sacré (Meetings with India and the Sacred) 
(Éditions de La Martinière, 2007). Since 2008, Frédéric Soltan has returned to a project started in Paris at the beginning 
of the 1980s centered on the project of the Halles, a favorite spot for artists and graffiti artists: he travels the planet 
with his partner, Dominique, seeking mural paintings; the echoes of the pulse of our world. 

 


