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Honourable French ministers, 
Honourable Minister, 
 
We are delighted to host you here today, ladies and gentlemen CEOs. I feel as though we haven’t 
really parted from each other, as a mere few weeks ago we had all gathered together, company 
heads and political leaders, during my visit to India. 
 
We met twice – I congratulate the Ambassador for this – once in Delhi and then in Mumbai, and 
we had agreed to meet again here, in Paris. I wish to thank the two co-chairs who have 
successfully enabled us to meet again this evening and hold this discussion.  
 
It’s true that France and India have together forged a political partnership of great quality, and we 
share historic and cultural relations that bring us close to each other. 
 
But now we must translate this propitious climate, this spirit, into a strong economic and 
commercial relation as much as possible. 
 
We feel that the trade between our two countries is certainly at a significant level, but it can be 
much higher. We have our favourite sectors – civil and even military aeronautics. But, as I had 
mentioned during my India visit, we wish to cover several fields. 
 
I congratulate Paul Hermelin, who is contributing to this as he is our Special Envoy. Among the 
avenues that we have identified and will work on together with the ministers who are present 
here, there is, first of all, that of new technologies. 
 
From this point of view, India has displayed her capacities and we must rise to her level. 
Capgemini is a good example of this. 
 
The second area that we should work on enhancing with you is that of energy: nuclear energy, 
renewable energy – areas in which we have very high capacities, which we, too, should put 
forward. 
 
Others areas: transport – many companies represent this sector – infrastructure, and we want to 
have exemplary cooperation with Indian companies in these sectors. 
 
I have also had the chance to visit health research centres and for us, this is a sector that should 
be very widely open.  
 
Lastly, there are two other areas – I don’t want to identify France with them – but we do have a 
few advantages that could be highlighted: food processing and tourism. 
 
We would thus like all these sectors, these fields, to be areas for expanding our trade with you 
who represent enterprises that are of different sizes but all of which are companies of excellence. 
 



The second aim of our meeting is to develop investments between our two countries. As far as 
French investments in India are concerned, they are significant and I am pleased as our 
investment stock in India is over 13 billion euros. 
 
We have 750 French companies employing numerous Indian workers. 
We desire to continue this strategy of establishing [French companies] in partnership with Indian 
ones as we wish to forge alliances and work together to do better and to do more. 
 
I had said so in Delhi and I reaffirm it in Paris: we also wish to persuade Indian investors to 
come to France with the same spirit of sharing, respect and responsibility. 
 
What are the assets that we can highlight? I think the companies here would be able to enumerate 
that better than me. Our asset is our good technological level. Our asset is access to the 
European and African markets. Our asset is the quality of our workforce. 
 
There are efforts to be made. We are rendering some job market regulations more flexible. We 
wished to simplify some regulations. We are also working on enabling industrial subsidiaries to be 
open to foreign partners. 
 
That’s why I have strong hopes that from this new Forum meeting a number of investment 
decisions will be born. France is one of the top foreign investment destinations. 
 
We are careful as there is serious competition between countries – developed countries, emerging 
countries – for welcoming investors. We are very careful about the profitability and 
competitiveness criteria, and I am certain that we will have discussions from this point of view. 
 
I don’t want to carry on longer as I want to listen to you, be able to reply to your questions along 
with the ministers who are present here. I rejoice in the state of mind that reigns among us, in the 
continuity, the coherence, this step of partnership. 
 
I thank the Honourable Minister of Commerce and Industry of India once again for being among 
us, the two co-chairs, and I request him to convey my greetings to Prime Minister Singh with 
warm friendship as we have wonderful memories of our visit in India. I believe that we have 
opened a lasting relationship between our two countries. 
 
Thank you. 


