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After the operations on 26 and 28 January that allowed the French and African forces to regain 
control of the Niger river bend, including the recapture of the towns of Gao and Timbuktu in 
coordination with Malian Armed Forces (MAF), new actions were conducted between 28 and 30 
January by French forces to ensure control of the Kidal airport, in anticipation of the arrival of 
African forces.  
 

- On 28 and 29 January, teams from the 17th Parachute Engineer Regiment (17ème RGP) 
intervened at Timbuktu airport in order to return the runway to usable condition, as it had 
been neutralised by terrorist groups. Having assessed the engineering resources required 
to rehabilitate the runway, a dump truck, a bulldozer and a fork lifter, which had been 
with prepositioned in Abidjan, were air-dropped by four tactical airlift aircraft. This major 
airborne operation and the endeavour of 17ème RGP helped restore 2,000 meters of 
runway in a matter of 24 hours, allowing its reopening, both for the benefit of operation 
SERVAL and for the resumption of aeronautical activities essential to the economic life 
of Timbuktu city. 

- On January 29 the sites of Bamako, Gao, Kidal and Timbuktu, where African and French 
forces are deployed, were inspected by the Chief French of Defence Staff Admiral 
Edouard Guillaud, during his tour of French troops engaged in operation SERVAL.  

 
Launched on January 11, 2013, operation Serval aims to allow Mali to recover its territorial 
integrity and sovereignty, in coordination with the African-led International Support Mission to 
Mali (AFISMA), European Union Training Mission to Mali (EUTM Mali), Malian and Chadian 
forces. 
 
As of 1st February, about 3,500 French soldiers are present in Mali with a force distributed 
between the cities of Bamako, Sévaré, Gao, Timbuktu and Kidal. 
 
Several European and Western countries provide support to the French forces in conducting 
strategic and logistic resupply. At this day, the assets employed in support of our forces are:  

• Belgium: 2 C-130 tactical airlift aircraft operating from Abidjan plus 2 medical 
helicopters;  

• Canada: 1 Boeing C-17 strategic airlift aircraft;  
• Denmark: 1 C-130 Hercules;  
• Germany: 2 C-160 tactical airlift aircraft made available to MISMA and 1 Airbus A310 

strategic airlift aircraft provided via the European Air Transport Command (EATC1);  

                                                 
1 EATC is a multinational command and control centre, which was inaugurated in September 2010 by Belgium, 
France, Germany and the Netherlands with the aim of optimising the provision of airlift to its members through 
effective and permanent pooling and sharing of there scarce airlift resources. For the sake of day to day operations of 
its Member States, it has command and control, to a few agreed exceptions, on all or most of the respective air 
force’s strategic, tactical and utility transport aircraft. It is based in Eindhoven, in the Netherlands, and is 



• Spain: 1 C-130;  
• United Kingdom: 1 C-17. 
• United States: 3 C-17;  

 
Summary of French air operations since 11 January 2013 (French aircraft): over 510 sorties, with 
little over 120 for fighter aircraft. They have led to the prosecution of nearly 180 targets in the 
vicinity of the towns of Konna, Lerré, Douentza, Diabali, Gao, Nampala Timbuktu Taoussa, 
Ansongo Al Moustara, Bouerem, and Asongo Aguelhock. The attacks have been conducted 
primarily against command structures, warehouses logistics and training centres, as well as 
against enemy pick-up vehicles and armour.  
 
Buildup of African contingents: 

• Approximately 3700 African soldiers are currently deployed between Mali and Niger: 
about 530 from Togo, 220 from Nigeria, 500 from Burkina Faso, 90 from Benin, 50 from 
Senegal, 550 from Niger, as part of MISMA, as well as over 1800 Chadians. 

• On January 29, the Chadian national armed forces have left the city of Menaka towards 
Kidal, while the first elements of the Niger battalion took place in the city of Ansongo. 

 
 
Focus on the necessary aerial refuelling capability 
 
Every air mission requires the support of one or more C-135 Boeing tankers operating from 
Kossei airbase in N'Djamena. During the operations from 25 to 27 January, this capability 
allowed planes to conduct uninterrupted strikes for over 6 hours running. By expanding the time 
span of fighter presence in the area, which thus increases from 2 to 6 hours, tankers have 
contributed to the success of land operations and have allowed French troops to control the Niger 
river bend in a matter of 48 hours. 
 

- At the outbreak of the operation (11 January 2013): projection of the In-flight Refuelling 
Group (GRV) the Istres air base in N'Djamena, reinforcement by assets serving in 
operation Epervier (Chad) to ensure refuel the Mirage 2000D, Mirage F1 CR and Rafale 
during their mission in Mali. 

-  Currently:  
o 5 Boeing C-135s are stationed on N'Djamena air base, allowing fighter aircraft to 

perform air strikes across a vast theatre of operations; 
o 9 crews are deployed to reinforce the strength Sparrowhawk;  
o The tanker can also provide strategic transport of cargo, passengers and, where 

appropriate, medical evacuations. 
- Boeing C-135 capacity: 

o Total fuel capacity is about 90 tons; 
o 25 tons of fuel are delivered to the fighters for a 3 hour return flight out of 

N'Djamena. 
 

                                                                                                                                                              
commanded by a French or German air force flag officer on a rotational basis, currently the French Air Force 
Général de division aérienne (Air Vice Marshall) Pascal Valentin. 



The tanker support from our allies, notably the United States, provides valuable assistance to the 
operations carried out by French warplanes. 
 
 
Focus on seaborne logistic transport 
Since January 19, within the scope of the buildup of operation SERVAL, the 519th Maritime 
Transit Group (519ème GTM) has activated a loading hardware on military and chartered vessels 
departing from Toulon Naval Base. In the same time, the 503th “Train” (land transport) 
Regiment (503ème RT) activated Marshalling and Standby area (ZRA) in Miramas, which is the 
focal point for a majority of forces and equipment bound for Mali. 
 

- Following orders from the Multimodal Transport Centre (CMT), which is the unit 
responsible for strategic lift under the authority of the Permanent Joint Operations 
Command Centre (CPCO), the 519ème GTM’s Sea port of embarkation (SPOE) 
operations’ centre has prepared and implemented the routing to Toulon and loading of 
equipment to be sea-lifted to Mali. 

- On 20 January, in conjunction with the ZRA and with the active support of Toulon Naval 
Base, 145 vehicles, amounting to 971 linear metres of freight, as well as 32 containers 
were loaded onto the Projection and Command Ship (BPC) Dixmude, totalling 1800 tons 
of equipment. 

- On 27 January, 1800 linear meters of vehicles and 81 containers (i.e. 2700 tonnes of 
freight) mainly for logistical support force (supply, maintenance and medical support) 
were on board the chartered vessel MN Eider. 

 
The Dixmude arrived in Dakar on January 28. Men and equipment are to join Mali in the coming 
days. 


