
 
 

India-France Technology Summit, Delhi 

Message of H.E. Mr Francois Hollande, President of the French Republic 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I have excellent memories of the State visit I undertook in India in February 2013. It enabled us, along 

with the highest Indian authorities, to give a fresh impetus to the strategic partnership that links our 

two countries and to which France is very attached. 

 

On the occasion of this visit, in Delhi and Mumbai, I met Indian company heads, researchers who 

have long been working with France, and an ever-growing number of students who desire to pursue 

their studies in France. 

 

All of them wish for India to become a great economic and technological power in the coming years. 

They are right, and India has everything needed to succeed in this project that France wishes to 

support, as it has always done. 

 

French companies have heavily invested in India over the past few years: they have brought with 

them know-how and technology; they are developing research centres in India, in certain cases, with 

an international outlook. Numerous cooperation agreements have been signed between public and 

private research organisations. We have a solid foundation for working together. In the coming 

years, I would like to strengthen our technological partnership even further. 

 

Our cooperation is an asset for both our countries. The future is no longer made up of countries that 

invent, on the one hand, and countries that manufacture, on the other. Similarly, there will no longer 

be researchers and laboratories on one side and entrepreneurs on the other. The reality is far more 

complex in both France and India. This is what the India-France Technology Summit in Delhi 

illustrates. 

 

I therefore think that the time has come to inaugurate a new chapter in our scientific and 

technological relations. This requires the establishment of pathways between universities, research 

institutes, competitive clusters, and companies – including SMEs and SMBs. We must build this 

“ecosystem” that will be the plinth of tomorrow’s Indo-French relations and contribute to 

strengthening our strategic partnership, which was concluded fifteen years ago and which translated 

into ambitious projects such as those on space, armament, and civilian nuclear energy. 

 

I am sure that the Technology Summit will be a great success and remain etched in our memory as a 

founding step for this new Indo-French technological partnership that we are most eager to promote 

and develop. 

 

I wish that France may, in turn, host such an Indo-French event in the near future. 


