
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 Thursday, 13 December, 2012 

 

Regulators approve new nuclear reactor design in UK 
 

EPR design is planned for new nuclear stations in Somerset  

  

The design for the first new nuclear reactors in Britain for 25 years has been accepted for use in the UK. The 

success of the joint application from EDF Energy and AREVA marks another significant step forward for the 

proposed new nuclear power station at Hinkley Point in Somerset. 

The completion of the Generic Design Assessment (GDA) process involves the award of the Design 

Acceptance Confirmation (DAC) from the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) and the Statement of Design 

Acceptability (SoDA) from the Environment Agency. This certification recognises that the EPR design meets 

the UK’s stringent safety requirements as assessed by the joint regulators. It has been demonstrated that the 

design is robust even when challenged by extreme events such as those seen following the Fukushima 

incident in 2011.  

The intensive assessment has required the parties involved to undertake 850,000 hours of engineering studies 

over four years and will give the project at Hinkley Point a stable design which underpins accurate cost 

projections. All reactor types proposed for construction in the UK must complete the assessment. The EPR is 

the first of the reactors currently planned for nuclear new build in the UK to complete the GDA process.  

Today’s announcement is the result of an effective working relationship between EDF Energy, as the licensee, 

and the independent regulators. EDF Energy is committed to continuing this professional approach as the 

company progresses its plans for the safe new nuclear power stations that will deliver secure, affordable, low 

carbon electricity for the UK as well as injecting huge value into the British economy. 

EDF Energy Chief Executive Vincent de Rivaz said: “The acceptance of the design for the EPR reactor is a 

major achievement and milestone for our new nuclear project in Somerset. It represents four years of hard 

work and allows our project have a stable design before we start, offering a huge boost for the predictability 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

edfenergy.com 
 

 

of costs. It highlights our credibility and that of the EPR design, as well as demonstrating that the UK has a 

credible policy and regulatory framework in place. 

 “Working with Government to agree a Contract for Difference that offers a deal that is fair and balanced 

for both consumers and investors, our objective is to have all the main components in place in the next few 

weeks, so that we can take our Final Investment Decision for Hinkley Point at the earliest possible date.  

“Not only has design acceptance for the UK EPR been delivered to the deadline agreed over a year ago, 

the cost assessments for the reactor which we have provided to Government remain unchanged.”  

Robert Davies, CEO of AREVA UK, said “This opens the way for the new nuclear age in the UK. After four years 

of the most intense scrutiny by the UK’s independent regulators, they have confirmed that the EPR has met its 

rigorous requirements for design acceptance.”  

Today’s announcement is the latest milestone to be passed as EDF Energy’s project has become “shovel 

ready”. It follows the granting of a Nuclear Site Licence for Hinkley Point C – the first to be awarded in the UK 

for 25 years. The company is now looking forward to a recommendation being made to the Secretary of 

State by the Planning Inspectorate regarding the planning application for the project.  

EDF Energy is working in parallel with its major contractors to maximise the benefit of the proposed new 

nuclear project to the UK economy and supply chain, investing in and developing the skills and industrial 

capability which will deliver a long term return for the country.    

ENDS  

For more information please contact:  

EDF Energy:   

Sue Fletcher: 01355 846282 / sue.fletcher2@edfenergy.com 

Mike Stuart: 07875112661 / michael.stuart@edfenergy.com  
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Notes to Editors   

EDF Energy  

EDF Energy is one of the UK’s largest energy companies and the largest producer of low-carbon electricity, 

producing around one-sixth of the nation's electricity from its nuclear power stations, wind farms, coal and 

gas power stations and combined heat and power plants. The company supplies gas and electricity to more 

than 5.5 million business and residential customer accounts and is the biggest supplier of electricity by 

volume in Great Britain. 

EDF Energy’s safe and secure operation of its eight existing nuclear power stations at sites across the country 

makes it the UK’s largest generator of low carbon electricity. EDF Energy is also leading the UK's nuclear 

renaissance and has published plans to build four new nuclear plants, subject to the right investment 

framework. These new plants could generate enough low carbon electricity for about 40% of Britain’s homes. 

They would make an important contribution to the UK’s future needs for clean, secure and affordable 

energy. The project is already creating business and job opportunities for British companies and workers. 

In its nuclear activities EDF Energy has partnered with Centrica, which has a 20% stake in the company’s 

eight existing plants and in the project carrying out pre-development work for new build. Centrica also has 

the option to take up to 20% stakes in each of the four planned plants. 

Through Our Sustainability Commitments, EDF Energy has launched one of the biggest environmental and 

social programmes of any British energy company. In the 2012 Business in the Community Awards for 

Excellence EDF Energy won the awards for Environmental Leadership and Building Stronger Communities. In 

addition the company received eight BITC “Big Tick” awards in recognition of responsible business practice 

and was shortlisted for Responsible Business of the Year.  

EDF was the official electricity supplier and an official partner of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 

Games. The company is also helping its customers and others use energy more sustainably through products 

and initiatives such as Team Green Britain, real time energy monitoring and electric vehicle research. 

EDF Energy is part of EDF Group, one of Europe’s largest power companies. The company employs around 

15,000 people at locations across the UK. 

 


